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T^is booklet* provides data from a purvey of more than 
UOO qraduates.in English from the University , of Connecticut, showing 
what those graduates are doing, what value they now place on an 
English maior, and what advice theytmi'ght give' undergraduates now 
naiorinq in English. Responses to the survey are listed within, these 
categories : administration, business, gr'aduate study, labor, law and 
medicine, liJbrary ' work, miscellaneous professional, self-employed*; ' 
social work and counseling, teaching, writing and publishing, and 
anemployed. The observ.ations most of^en made by the^ graduates werfe 
thesB: The ability to communicate is essential in most jobs. 'Classes 
•that encourage analytical thinking and writing, .develop imp6rtant ^ ' 
skills., ^u dying literature enables readers to -understand human 
behavior/ the-reby assisting in fob performance. Hany English majors 
should take one or more business or technical cours^a* English skills 
are more likely fo help on the job than to. help in getting a job. Two 
appendixes list graduate programs and business positions for English 
majors. -(RL) * - ' . • y 
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Introduction ' , 



Many jindergraduates wondef what they will be able to do after graduation if they 
major in English. We asked those who graduated in English from 1968 through 1976 to 
tell us what they are^ doing, to let us know how they now view their major, and to 
comment further as they pleased. . , 

-More than ^our hundred have replied. We have siftfed their answers to present a 
cross-section, and to include arresting remarks. After each job description, we have g?vcn 
the graduate^ initials, sex, And (where available) year of graduation. All the ncsponscs are 
filed in the English Advisory Center, Room 345 Arjona^, where students m4y inspect 
them> By means of the Survey, we have tried to allow fprmer English majors to advise 
pTpstpt undergraduates. ^ ^ 

Many of the replies show excellent' sense; they are themselves more valuable than 
any summary of them would be^but the points most often-made were^these: 

1) The ability to communicate, orally and in waiting, is ^essential in most jobs. 
Classes which encourage analytical thinking and writing develop important 
skills. 



2) 

3) 

4) 
We 



As well as being enjoyable and enriching, ^liter/rture helpi readers 
understand human behavior, which in turn assists job performance. 
Many English majors shbuld take one or more- business or technical 
courses. ^ ' ■ 

English skills are more likely to help on the job than in getting the job 
thank the graduates^ who sent us their reports and opinions, an 



undergraduates will find the material useful. 



ports and opinions, and hope 



Karen Jambeck 
Richard Reynolds 
July" 1977 ^ 
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I. Business (55) 



1. information Analyst in the Retirement Plans 
j^^ Unit, Travelers Insurance Qo., Hartford, 
L.A.P.S. (F 71): "supervisor of the proce- 
Xdures and training unit." % ^ 

Being an ^English major was helpful in 
obtaining my first job at the Travelers, 
which was in the Analysis & Development 
Unit - Procedures Writing, and other 
fecial projects dealing with'organization^ ' 
• -Skills most useful in my job are the abilfty 
% to synthesize, critical analysis, research 
^ skilU, writing clear expository prose, clear » 
organization^of facts and ideas and com- 
munication 'skills. English courses niost * 
helpful were ^oeitry courses - analysis 
and succinctness of wtrds fb express 
ideas. Any course in which term papers 
were required to develop id^as and draw 
them to logical conclusions has ^proved 
helpful to me. The world of business is 
like no other "world" to which iVe been 
exposed. The college graduate, ^having 
^ spfent fotir or five well protected years inS 
{ school, will have to adjust to working in 
the, first place. Regardless of the basic 
slcills brought to the marketplace (in other 
than technical fields), most skills are 
learned and developed on the job over a^ 
number of years - with many mistakes.'* 
Those who^learn from mistakes, sUcceed; 
those wh6 develop a good "business 
sense" sjicceed; all others don't. Market- 
able skills are great but the real testis the 
business en^ronment. Vm dismayed over 
people who ,feel liberal arts is a waste of* 
time and money because to *fce well 
rounded and knowledgeable, bne must be 
exposed to different minds, Afferent phil- 
^ osophics. In iusiiiess, one "meets many 
people and* should be able to discuss a 
* variety of subjects, not just "shop." I have 
found that many technically oriented 
people are limited in this respect. © 

2» Buyer - Office Supplies and Equipment, 
. ♦ , C.B.S. ^Ihc, New York, NY., R.D.F. (F 72). 
» A brief outline of my career to date might 

* - prove helpful* to Liberal Arts majors to- 

-day. When I graduated irt 1972 and began 
pounding the New York City pavement, i 
tended to lean toward the publishing fi^ld 
« (where else should an English major seek a^ 

position?). Yet I really didn't know what 
the* heck f wanted to do specifically or 
e^en what I was qualified to do. When 
* / ^slced what type otiwork I -was iaierested 

in, 'I found myself. answering with things 
such as:.l like' working with people; would 
like a people-oriepted job; personal con- 
• .tact, etc.; public relations, publicity- 
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related areas. Needless to say, one ques- 
tion was always -asked of me: "How fast 
/ can you type?" Fortunately I typed 75 
words per minute, which certainly im- 
pressed many a personnel departipent and 
employment agency. A college degree and 
75 - WOWi!! Sure enough, that got 

me my first job as a sales assistant with 
^.B.S., Inc. (Someone suggested publicity- 
related fields are in radio and TV so I hit 
the television gompanies.) Within fiv^ 
months I had gained the reputation iy jny 
department as one of the best sales 
assistants there, and word spread to 
WCBS-TV Traffic Departmei]^. 'Acy 
needed a commercial scheduler and I fit 
the bill, (Jhat's one who schedules the 
commercials in shows that the salesmen 
sell to ad agencies.) By a twist of fate, 
within six weeks the National Sales Coor- 
dinator (the pne who "books" the orders 
placfed by the out-crf-town salesmen) be- 
came Traffic Manager and because of my 

* knowledge of National Sales from my 
/ previous position, they gave me the job. (I 

fought very., hard for it, using every 
argument and rationalization I could 
think of to convince my superiors that I 
was the best qualified for^the job.) There I 
stayed for IVz years, .until the pressures 
and the neurotics began to get to me. So I 
began' looking around the company for a 
different sorJt^of position. What -one must 
learn in the business world is to sell 
oneself. N<^ matter .what j'ob you want 
(assuming that it is son}ething you ar^* 
capable of learning well) you must 
"tailor" your description of your previous ' 
work^nd educational experience in such a 
way that it's as if you^re Cinderella and" 
the^ position you ar^eekingls the glass 
slipper. And that's exactly what I did. 
Through the maze of the personnel de- 
partment, I found out about an opening 
^ the purchasing department as an office 
supplies buyer. I didn't know a darn thing 
about office supplies, much less profes- 
sional purchasing, but I had toyed with 
the ideas of buying time for an ad agency, 
since I had worked so long and closely 
with the sales end of media time. By using 
the justification that if I were qualified to. 
, buy time, and the principles of buying are 
more qr less universal (as with those of 
selling) then, I was also qualifed^to buy. 
office supplies. ^Apparently, so did* the 
Director of Purchasing who offered me ^ 
the job. And that brings me to the 

* present. Tve been buying,' and doing a 
very effective job, too, for almost two 
yesir^ now. f'^e again reached the p^oint 
where Tni coiv^mplating moving a;noti:h 
or two up the corporate ladder for the 
glory of greater chall^ges ajid more 



bucks (what else is new?^. Within the next 
few weeks Tve got appointments to meet 
witli some of the contacts Tve made along 
the way to discuss the possible opportuni- 
ties for me withi^ their departments. And 
once again Til be meeting a new .challenge ^ 
for whatever it is wdrth. WeVe all got 
choices to make everyday ofour lives but 
it is up to us to s^e these choices as 
opportunities and to *^seize those that 
come al(Jng. Sometimes it is Qp to us to 
•make the path towarUjhese opportuni- 
ties, and ^metimes the choices we make 
are not always the greatest. But nothing is 
permanent unless we choose for it to be 
-so. I cherish my liberal arts education and 
would'do it the very same way if I had it 
to do oVfcr again, (only Td study a heck of 
a lot more than I did the first time!) 

Director of Operations, Health Service, Inc., 
'Medical Indemnity of America, Inc.', Chicago^ 
III. P.F^. (M 69):. "Responsible for three 
•departments of an insurance company which 
handle billing, enrdllmeiu, claims, inquiries, 
word processing, Communications, purchas- 
ing, printing, etc." , • . 

I am» a businessman, and I think that a 
broad general liberal arts background is an 
asset Jn the business world^but I do not 
* think that being an English major was, in 
itself, significant. I obtained'a-Master^s in / 
English mostly fo^ personal epjSyment 
and development, and even go^ two differ- 
ent coniparfies to reimburse me for the 
tuition by convincing them of the carry- 
^ over into my management function. Be->^ 
.cause of this type of background, I find., 
•that I am the "expert** in resolving any 
^ question of wordings usage, ^ammar, etc^ 
at our company, but most of what little I 
know about the mechanics of English- is - 
what I have beert forced into learning i 
independently. \ti college I do' not recall 
receiving much good basic instruction in 
this area, and wi$h that I had. Unless' one 
is agoing into a field directi)' related to 
Englisl^, I think the thrust of this survey 
is, or could ba, self-sprving-. Formal edifca- 
tion can be an apprenticeship via English 
majors who become English teachers, or it 
can be an exercise and disciplirfe of the 
mind, and, infrequently, both. If a mental 
discipline in the Ssense of a trainingx>f the 
mind, then it seems that the same^ result 
can b^ obtained regardless of the major ~ 
field of study. (Xhe axiom of getting out 
of it what you put into it.) I feel' 
. fortunate 'that h was able to combine a ' 
'* hobby (readjng) with a formal program of 
sti^^ly,' and occasi^onally, a Jfrect applica- 
tion*of this to my job. In sOnwnation, the 
" main «i.sset which I obtained from my 



j formal education in^ English was- that 
learned to think better, 

4.1 Personnel Interviewer for hourly paid posi- 
I tions, American Thread' Co.^ Willimantic. 
t D.A.S. (F76). 

! I find that I am most dependent upon 
- ; communication -skills because I am re- 
^ quired/ to deal with many different people 
I and situations on i daily basis. But I also 
^ ' 'Utilize the organization of ideas, facts and 
other data with an eye for the relevant 
and the significant. Expfession,Jogic and 
critical interpretation are equally impor- 
tant skills to utilize in the work enviroor 
ment. To put it simply, what is most 
important is the ability to think and then 
to put that thought into words - to 
Communicate it effectively and succinctly. , 
This,. I feel, is the overriding purpose *(or 
should be) of a Liberal Arts education - 
whatever the major field of study. But it^ 
is th^^ case that the English curriculum 
provides best for this. The critical study 

i/)f literature and th« emphasis upon writ- 
ing force .the student, to develop skills' 
^ related to thought and expression, and 

these, rve found, are the best tools for- 
^anyone to be equfpped with upon enter- 
, ing the Working world. ' 

5- Assistant Manager - Human Resources, Con- 
tinental Caa Jr\ternatiortal Corporation, Stam- 
ford. V.E.I. (F76*): "Assistant adminisfratio^^ 
of personnel department — employee benc^-^ 
fits, salaries, communications and policies 
relating to inte^ewipg.** 

Job requires acute sen^sitivity to' people 
and', the ability, to <^ommunicate in a 
' potentially explosive situation. Believe the 
' * ekposure to, literature provides that sensi- 
tivity an4, heightens my ability to recog- 
^« 'nizfe subtleties of character an^ expression. 
The process of*"paper-writing** and "dis- 
cussion** forced the issue of clean expres- 
sion both Verbat and written. ^English 
courses most helpful - 1. 'writing tutorial 
^or the written. skill (believe nothing, has 
^ corruptbd my writing ability more than 6 

mpntns reading business letters a'nd-^em-' 
■^-^ orandums). 2. Literature courses generally 
provide the less technical knowledge gif 
analytical thinking, communication skills, 
.sensitivity, Organization of argument with * 
facts. I teel very. strongly that skills (not 
* specific Jiterature kno\vledge) learned as 
an English major contributed |o my em-' 
ployment. However, I 'thihk f was in an 
i^nusual position in that I worked on a 
temporary basis without either myself or 
' 'the company planning to hire me in my 
present positio*n. when the position 
opened * I, was a Jfnibwn' quantity and .* 
possessed the necessary skills for the job: 
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cleanness of expression, oxganization, sen- 
- sitivity to people. Now, because I work in 
Personnel, see all the resumes, licruit at 
colleges, interviev^:applicants, I kffaw that 
the value of an Ehglikh.^major is limited 
without further experience. I lucked into 
a spot (it's a Managlemint Development 
Program as well) that will give mc that 
' ^ experience. The skills reUtJid to my train- 
. ing in English are skills eVeVyone should , 
have whether in specific fit^rice;or manu- ' 
'tacturing job. but in themsiJvVs I rccog- 
njze that those skills are qua'lit'ktive: not 
quantitative, and therefore .not nearly as 
marketable as a more speMc vocation. 
Yet. that quantitative stuff An be gained 
through ^experience on the job or Uirther 
education. ' • 

6. Buyer, Aerospace Machine PiirtS', Pratt & 
Whitney, "East Hartford! J.I.N. 70). 

As I have somewhat expressed, being an 
English major does npjt open the door to a 
job such as mine - personal contact did 
that - but once in the jobl the verbal 
skiljs I absorb'ed as an English! major have - 
helped me immeasurably. ' I Im'ajorc*! in * 
English in college bec4use I erljoyed read- 
-4ng-and could express my ownf ideas with 
relative ease.* At the time, I waj " 



interested 



in ideas — not a jpb, but this same study 



of ideas helps me almost daily 
with people and paperwork. 



in dealing 



7. District Manager, Danbury Times, Danbury, 
Ct., T.G.T. (M76): "Dealing with r ewspaper 
boys and girls as well as their cus omers 
. circulation department.". ^ 

Fortunately, there will^alway^^ 
whose decision to major iii Erigl 



be those 
sh lies in 

>a passion to express themselve: and be 



impressed by those who already Have. The 
economy was not the driving force behind 
William Fkulkner and Walt Whitn an; both 
would' be working at McDonald s if they 
wfere alive today. 



8. 



Assistant to Manager, Customer Service, Mfed- 
alHc Art Cofnpany, Danbury. K.H.L (M 69). 
^ P'think an overall liberal arts e lucation, 
but especially literature courses md other 
English courses, instill a*sense of confi- 
^dence in a person, strengthened by feeling 
"comfortable" with the English [language, 
which is a great asset in dealing with all 
people. 

Agent Supervisor, Connecticut Mdtual Life, 
Hertford. D.L^D. (M 72): "recruitings training 
and developing new agents, special agency 
projects." 

^ The discipline of reading English assign* 
'ments and then understanding) their signi- 



ficance has helped me mucjn in my frain- 
ing functions and the communication of 
idea's fo*new agents. . 

10. Part-time Supervisor in University of Missouri 
Medical Center Cafeteria. M.IC.K. (F 76): 
"sypervising^employees." • 

Of greatest v alue were all kinds of litera- 
ture courses, from CTiaucef to the Modern 
Shprt Story. These helped to mold my 
owll character' apd give me a broader 
insight into the ways people react. I know 
that any schooling in litcrature. can pnly 
be a gain for the individual. No matter 
what field. you finally decide to go into, 
your' experience with other people's, writ- 
ings will have affected your understanding 
to sotne extent. Any job, howeyer^ un- 
skilled^ will bring you in contact with 
people; and where else can you find 
people's natures so-exporsed as in a book 
or short story? With a primary base of 
literary knowledge a person can continue 
through his or her lifetime making con- 
stant personal improvements through, 
reading, writing, "and intelligent conversa- 
tion. I would never consider my years as 
an English major as a waste, whether I 
decided ^o be a lawycr.or a farmer. 

f\\ Director of Record Services, The University 
of Connecticut Health Center, Farmington. 
R.M.H. (F 69): "Director of Medical Records 
— 3 subsections — 30 personnel." 
^ i think poetry courses offer tremendous 
challenge. The requirement .for cogent 
analysis and disciplined examiaation is as 
^necessary as for the most rigorous course 
in physics. Also I found helpful short * 
pr6se in which one "hiust discover thfc 
."main idea'* and synthesize it and any and 
all creative and applied writing courses. 

12. llecreation Program Coordinator, Township' 
of Franklin, ^rks, and Recreation Dept. 
K.M.M. (M 69): "Writing press-releases, bro-' 
chur^and speaking in frdnt of groups." 

13'. ProgramVQjordinator, Retfr^a^Scnior Volun^ 
tcer Program, Windsor County, Vt. M.Z.S. ^F 
63): "Coordinates. vdjunteers with agencies 
eding their services." 
Most helpful were litfratifre courses — 
while dbey were not pafricularly helpful in 
findin^a job,- I felt arid feel strongly that 
my English background has contributed ' 
to my overall growth as an individual. I . 
would certainly be an English major again. 
I believe that undergraduate school should 
be a time of learning many different kinds, 
of ideas in a general way. It is then 
possible to pursue areas of interest as we 
experience different aspects of life. Most 
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likely not what you wanted to hear, but I 
feel I can always -find a job. The one I 
have now is particularly rewarding - the , 
intense pleasure I have in reading and 
analyzing literature is §on\ething I trea- , 
: sure. • 

♦ ^ 
14. Director, Real Estate Training Division, Golle 
Holmes* Corporation, Minneapolis, Minil.<^ 
L.J.C. (M 70): ^ Develop a market for com- 
pany invreal estate: industry. Have complete 
^ responsibmty^r marketing, product develop- 
' ment, implementation of training programs to 
sales agents and managers in reat estate^ 
industry." 

English majors can g«t jobs - a wide 
spectrum of jobs - not bec^use^if courses ' 
like Chaucer, Milton, Linguistics, c?r wai- 
ting .essays on very esoteric subjects, but 
because of the skills required to success- 
fully compl^te^those courses. For exam- 
' pie, writing simple, very clear sentences is 
essential in business; having a logical 
jipproach- and solution to"^a problem, is 
another. I write self-paced instructional 
material for sales and management person- 
nel: my writing must be able to commpni- 
' "CTOrrTiot— impress. Jn ^retrospect, I have 
.often felt the XJniversity taught me to 
write \o impress, not communicate...' 
(perhaps my prejudice only). My success 
to '^ate is owed, in large part, to my 
•experiences as an English majof. Busi||^ss 
cries ou^ for the English who can 

* turn a morals' of in fornrjation into a sh(5rt, 

clean r-^asily read ^'product." A good 
'^writer" or "^'editor'* really is needed and 
wanted. _ ' * 

15. Administrative Assistant, of Personnel, Parke- 
Davis & Co. M.D.V. (F 76j:^ ^ ' 
Writing courses .of all naiurtis help me to 
* 'handle administrative reports quickly, ac- 

. ^ tcurately, and with impactXAs* an admini- 
strative assistant . to both \tHje * center *s 
manager smd administrative seW^C^ mana- 
ger, 1 find I must relv heavily oa^^^h my ' 
verbal and writing skUls. In th^ vipM of 
business,' diplomacy, 'fact, and spe^ ar^, 
essential. I therefor^ suggest thit your 
writing cdurses in particular emphasize 
analytical thinking, • clear expository 
prose, and observance .of due dates. In 

, other words, make those freshmen write 

until their pens run ^ry, and their type- 
writer ribbons disintegrate. 



16. Program Developer, Windham Area Communi- 
ty Actioiv Program, Inc., Daoielson. J.L.W. 
- (M ): "Administrative position includes 
grant writing, staff training, development of 
poverty programs.'* 

I have never regretted my major in Eng- 



. lish. However, it is important to no^e that 
I also concentrated on independent pro- 
**jects and fieldwork while enrpllcd in the 
Inner College Program. It was this»experi,- 
ence wliich has had the greatest direct 
impact on my.employmetit. 

17. *A*dministrative Assistant, I.M.S., The UniVersi-' 
ty of Connecticut, Storrs. J.L.G. (F 74): 
"Departmental Records, Purchasing Liaison." 

/ ' My business experience (jobs ranging from 

Journalism - editing, writing^ etc. - to 
bookkeeping over a 10 year time span) 
has convinced me that the essential talent 
is the ability to think on one's feet. This 
af tribute takes one a lot further; it is broad . 
enough — ^ is ao excellent vehicle for 
learning to think. I emphasize breadth, 
fiecauj^e taking courses one does not.or- 
- dinarily incline to (pardon my syntax, but 
I'm writing as it cOmes to me) encourages 
discipline and greases the mental cears. I 
also found that a smattering of history 
/and philosophy increased my ability to'' 
Understand literature. I know the^ depart- 
, ' ment shies away froni required courses, 

but r wonder if their time has not 
Returned. 

18. Policy Rater/Administrative Assistant, Gener- 
al Reinsurance Corp. E.C.B. (F 74): "Assist- 
ant to underwriters in property department 
and*office manager." 

My training in English gave me the ability 
tb synthesize information gathered from 
research into a clear concise picture and 
present that picture in a logical, meaning- 
ful way. I took mainly period courses in 
Litjsrature, (Shakespeare, Chaucer, Mil- 
* ton.) While none of the*specific knowl- 
^ o edge I acquired is helpful now, I feel the 
^ background I acquired in research and 

. analysis needed tor those courses will^ 
^ always be a great help to me. 

19. Business Service; Office,^ Supervisor Fiscal 
Control, U-Conn. Health Center, Farmington. 

^ S.J.N. (F 69). 

20. Operations Staff, Teradyne Inc., Boston MA. 
J.G.O. (F 69): I do long-range planning and 

^short-term projects, and trouble-shooting in 
\^^anufacturing environment." 

21. Advertising Production Manager, D. M. Read 
Co., Tnumbull. R.R.C. (M 70), 

V/quld not have gotten the job that led to 
c prese;v>pOsitton were I other than English 

major. , 
\. 

22. Administrative 'Assistant to General Manager, 
Holiday Inns I?»c., Hartford. P.J.L. (F 75). 
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23. Administrator-Supervisbr of Units for Agents' 
Triffge Benefits, licenses and Contracts in 
Marketing Department, Aetna Life & Casual- 
ty, Hartford. B.C.W. (F 7*1). ^ 

24. Assistant Supcryisor-of Accounts Receivable, 
Stolt-Nielsen Inc. Greenwich. F.J.I. (M 7^)., 

25. Public Relations Representative, Hamilton 
Standard Division United Technologies, Wind- 

^ sor Cocks. D.S.M. (F- ). . 

26. Employment Representative, Data Terminal 
Systems Inc., Maynard, MA. S.L.L. (F 72). 

27. Administrative and Executive Secretary/ 
Office Manager, Northwestern Mutual^ 
Insurance Co., Glastonbury . J. E.D! (F 72). 

28. Personnel Advisor, Industrial Relations Spe- 
(SaJist, Pratt & Whitney Aircraft, West' Palm 

- - Beach, Fla. R!j.A. (M 69). 

29. Assistant Pro Shop Manager, Misamar Gold 
Course, San Diego, Ca. B.M.S. (M 71). 

30. Executive Management Trainee, Sears, Roe- 
buck & CoT, Orange. J.C.P. (F* ). 

31. Manager Inventory Planning, Xerox Educa- 
tion Publications. R.V.S. (M 69). 

32. Department Manager, Lord & Taylor,. Stam- 
ford: S.L.T. (F 75). "I am responsible for the 
functioning' of eight clothing departments." 

• 33. Assistant Office Manager, Publishers' Design 
& Production Services. M.D.M. (F^ 73'). 

34. Corporate feting Planner. and Recognition 
f>rogram Coordinator, Service Bureau Co., 
(division, 9f Control Data Corp.), Greenwich. 
J.E.B. (F70). \ 

35. Market Coordinator/Promotion, M.C.A. Inc 

. |Boston, Ma. J.L.B. (F 68). 1 

36/Manager, furniture department,' Toy. Chest 
f West Hartford. J.M.A. (M 75). 

37. Salerf Manager, Mutual of New Vork, Provi- 
dence, R.I. D.H. (M 68). "Recruit, train and 
develop a sales force." ^ . 



38. Executive Assistant, Production Control, Cin- 
ampn Associates Inc., Brookline, Ma. 

39. Department Manager, G. Fox, Waterburv. 
F.C.(M75). . , ^ 

40. Assistant Manager/Personnel Supervisor, S&S 
Arts^& Crafts, Colchester. C.F.C. (M 74). 

41. Legal Secretary, Rudy, R3LpopoTty^^(StwSte, 
, San Francisco, Calif C.F.M. (F 72). 



44. 
45. 



42. *Collection Manager, First Stamford Bank & 
Trust Co., Stamford. E.L.H.-(M 73). 

I 

43. Office Manager, Bookkeeping, Staff ^Super- 
vision, Atlantic Trophies & Sportswear LTD., 
Halifax, Canada. D.W.W. (F70). 

Manager otCustomer Services, Berlin Savings 
Bank, Kensington, Ct. R.F.G. (M 74). ^ 

A d m inistrative Assistant/Analyst Trainee, 
Quantitative Analysis Service, Dc()artment»of 
Wertheim & Co., New York, N.Y. K.W. (F 
74): 

When I was hired in November 4 974 (at 
which time the job marJcet for- college 
grads was not very optimistic), m^ posi- 
tioff'-was secretarial/administrative ,in na- 
turel I was fortunate, however, in that my 
employers believe strongly in advancing 
many of their employees to more challeng- 
ing • positions. Consequently, my duties 
have changed to a great extent in a little 
over two years. I an? being trained within 
my department to,^.learn the technical 
.work used for forccasting^prices^ and I am 
beginning to have direct contact with 
some of our clients regarding our tlioughts 
on the market, *stofeks, etc. pam also being 
trained to market our seryice,^and the oral 
presentations which I motioned in the 
questionnaire are keys in this' 'area. My 
employers^ also think that an M.B.A. 
would be most hjslpful in broadening my 
background, and at thils tifne I am serious-* 
ly considering enrolling, in an M.B.A. 
*^program.in the evenings. ^ 



46. 
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Loan Department. Manag</r & Assistant Trea- 
surer, C.E.A. (M ): »*Loan dffrcer and de- 
partment administrator for operations, West- 
port Bapk & Trust, Westport, CT." ' 

As (.said,a value fhe degree. Direct links 
to a field such as, banking aren't apparent 
readily. My work in the, M.B.A- program 
was easier for the skills I derived* as an 
English major. } think reports I develop 
and wrife are better f^ac those ^ills. 

Account Executive, Wilson, Haight, & Welch. ^ 
T.4>.R. (F 74jK^ • ^ . 

* * • ' . 

Area Supervisor (in^Charge of Five^ Stores), 
McDonald's Corp., Westwood, Mass. T.C B ^M 

I strongly feel that my commu«icative 
skills are essential to my performance as a » 
supervisor of IS.management people and 
over 20a crew people. Aft English b'ack- 
^ ground, alth'ougH Hot necessary in the" 
development of these sjcills, is helpful in 
^ the refinement of them. 

49. President, NRDA Inc. (Management Consult- ' 
ingFirm). A.B.Z. (M 68): 



47. 
48. 



50. Acj^ount Executive/Commodity Trader, Mer- 
^riil Lynch, New York, N.Y. W.A.M..(M 73). 

* SWProduction -ControK^'Expeditor, Watertury , 
Farrel, theshire, Ct., D.A.P. (M 72). - 

52. Systeilis Assistant, Travelers Insurance Co., 
Hartford^M.P.H. (M 74). 
^ I enjoyed nearly every course Ptook at 
UConn. Many riew worlds'were opened to 
me - many more than I will ever be able 
to explore as fully as I \^ish. The discover- 
tes'that ^xci^ed me most (William Bla)^, 

• ^ Satnuel Johnson, Alexander Pope, JoMn 

Milton, Geoffrey Chaucer, and' others) - 
and my old friend William Shakespeare - 
came from the field of English. I chose 
the field as a major because it was the one 
that intexested m'e the most. I had no idea 
in the world what I would do with it ' 
except enjoy it. 

Even though I found it necessary to get 
further specialized education in order to 
find a job, I don't regret having chosen 
English as a major. A .business major 
might have been a* benefit in getting my 
first job which I might or might not 
have liked - but the benefits of majoring in 
^that which truly interestejd «me will be 
with me for the rest of my life. ^ 

^.Associate Underwriter; Evaluation of Life In-' 
surance Applications, Connecticut Mutual 
^ Life Insurance Co., Hartford. E.P.S. (F 72). 

. '54* Purchasing Manager, Millipoje Corporation, 
Jaffrey, New Hampshire, M.K.S. (M 74): 
j» "Responsible* for procurement of all manufac- 

♦ tiering raw materiab«»»U^ 

, Written an d ' oral .c ommunication skills 
1 extremely important in negotiating con- 
tracts, etc. Personnel -recruiters impressed 
with "broad background." * " ' 

- Thi^ particular company n^t loolcing for 
"tunnel vision'* type specialise. Ability to 
think, communicate, and develop struc- 
tured interpretation Qf«great utility.*' 

55. Executive Trainee, Bloomin|dale'$, New 
•York, N.Y. S.T.G. (F 75). • ' 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION: ELEpTIVES RE- 
COMMENDED BY GRADUATES. Astepsk indicates 
frequent mention. 
*Psychology • ' 
,* Socio logy 

♦Speech .^.^ * / 

♦Journalism . / 

Art-Design & Layout ' • • »* / 

Broadcasting ' . / 

♦Business Courses * * * • / 

♦Management " / 

ERIC; . / 
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Finance 

♦Accounting 

Statistics 

♦Business Administration 
Marketing " 
Advertising 
Contract Law 
Business Law 
Typing • 
Bookkeeping 
Personnel Management 
•Industrial Management 
Data Processing « 
Computer Programming 



/WORK EXPERIENCE - PART TIME OR FULL' 
'TIME 



II. GOVERNMENT 
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Director of Community Services: Massachu- 
setts Association for the Blind, Brookline^ 
MA. F.A.W. (F 68): "Statewide scnaces to 
blind people — volunteer atlministration, bud* 
geting, community resources." 
^ My Answer to '^English majors don't set 
'jobs" would be **not true" — with a tew 
qualifying wor^s.v.I capitalized ' on other 
« slcills^ (vplunteer background ancl proven 
success as President of Gamma Sigma 
Sigma whic!\ then h;^ a membership of 
more than "IjOO^ but my English major 
.provided certaia skills th;it contributeato 
''successful accomplishment of^my job. I 
have .na regrets for that choice. la fact, 
should I ever go back ^to school foV a 
master's degree, I would choose En^ish — 
for funf fot practicality, Business Admini- 
stration IT ^ * 



Claims Representative Trainee, Social Slecuri- 
ty A<iministration. M.F.T! (M 76)^ 



3.^ Alcoholism Ccftinsclor, V/A. Alcohol Program,* 
V V:A. Hospital, West Haven; RlE.W. (F j69): 
"Primarily responsible for written records, 
reports, verbal reports, etc. of patients, plus 
counseling." * * . 

You can probably tell, but I Was very 
bitter coming out of college trying to get 
• a job*. I was lucky and worked my way up 
through experience. Universities don't 
teach you how to think and that's unfor- 
tunate - they teach you how to get 
grades and how jo gyess on a multiple 
choice exam and the teachers impress you 



and yob try to imprcsf them. It's too bad 
'but the luxury of 4 years "off*' studying 
does not prepare* you for a job or life or 
people. Don't "focus on how to win 
I' students for the English Dept.; focus on 

rea)ity . 

.. • t 

4. Liquor Control Irfspectof, State of Connecti- 
^ cut.S.kH. (M72), 

5. Executive Director, Marin Association for 
Retarded Citizens, San Rafael, CA. B.C.C. (M 
69)': '^Administrative Head of Agency serving 
mentally retarded persons." 

6. Associate Producer, Stras'onburgh Planetarium 
of the Rochester Museum and Science Center, 
Rochester, NY. F C.B. (M 71): ^^Responsible 
for -production ^& presentation of school, 
pre-school & publiq planetarium shows." 

GOVERNMENT: RECOMMENDED ELECTIVES 
' ^Psychology 

'^Sociology ' ft 

Astronomy 

4 r ' ^ 

Volunteer Work 



III. SCHOOL (13) < , • . - 

1. Assistant Dean, Schobl of Business Admini- 
stration, The University of Connecticut, 
Storrs. A.L.H. (F 70): "Administrator, advi- 
sor, coordinator of programs, etc." . 

• I thiftk that my "^raini^g" in EngUSh was 
lAost beneficial; it taught me to gefto the 
root of an idea or problem and to 
organize^ a solutipi^ or interpretation. The 
"solution"' had \o be botn .^precise and 

* concise, and it had to be presented in ' 
' acceptable manner. 

Those types of skills are i\ccessary for all 
administrative positions, and '^udents can 
apply that training fo other vocational 
areas. I fin^ that I have learned to think 

* througl] a problem and outline a good 
organizational approach to a possible solu- 
tion^ ^ ^ 
In addition, the diversc'readin^ required 
of an Englidi major acquaints one/with all 
types of numai) problems, if one encount- 
ers these* problems in his vocational set- 
ting, he is able to underst^d and, perhaps, 
to cope with human foibles because of his 
literary encounters. 

2. ' Veteran's Director, Chtfarral Career College, 

Tucson, Arizona, T.B.A. (M 70): "Counseling^ 



Admissions, Administrative stuff." 
* I agree with the statement, "Matiy b^our 
graduates do find job/calling for the skills 
llijirned by English majors..." No question 
about it. Comjnunication is crucial *^no 
matter what one does, and generally, % 
English majors communicate better than 
most. However, the sad reality is that 
prospective employers-do not go bananas 
over English maj(^rs. if a^ student's ap- 

f»roacti to a college education is specifical- 
y'to^ prepare for employment, I would 
not recommend majoring in Englisly If 
he/she wants a gocrd education, majoring 
in English is a grdat way to go. Majoring in 
English is an excellent w^y to prepare for 
graduate school - no matter what field. 
-V * 

3. Assistant to Assistant Director of Housing, 
Eastern Connecticut State College, Williman- 
tic.J.E.B.,(F,76):. . * ^ ^ 

1 am very pleased with my decision to get 
a BA in English because it gave me the 
freedoni) to follow things I wanted ^to 
puf:»ue. Every class I've participated in 
hai something unique — a different per- 
spective — any class that dealt witTi 
writing orf communicating verbally was 
probably the ' most helpful tp me. The 
most important skill the English Def^t. 
could give** any student is the ease and 
confidence to communicate — because if 
^you can communicate you can get any 
job. 

4. Ilcsident Counsefo^, Worcester State College; 
Worcester, MA. G.F.E. ^F 71): "Responsible 
for administration programming aijd coun^l- 
in^ of 482 undergraduates, apartment style 
dorm." 

5. Counselor for High School Students (Human 
Relations)J Monroe Builds Communication, 
Monroe, CT. P.F.C. (f^ 72). 

6. Assistant to Director, Academic Development 
Resource Center, Bowline Green Statf Univer- 
sity, Bowling Green, Ohio. B.H.K. (M 69): 
"Develop bibliographies, proofreading, devel- 
opment of computer systems and programs, 
supervise employees." 

I have also found that a degree in English 
from. UCohn, even on the BA leyel, is 
' ' ^ respected. 



7. 



\ 



9. 



19' 



Assistant Dean for Residential Life/ Area 
ordinator. Rider College, 'Lawrenceyille; 
CJ.P. (F75). 

Assistant to Director of Graduate Ac^issions, 
The University of Connecticut, Stom. M.B.B. 
(F74). ' / 

University, Educational AssisUrit, Torrington 
Campus, The University of Ccmnecticut, Tor- 
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nngton. S.M.D. [? 69): Office and Personfiel 
Manage^ Public Relations. 

1 0. Administrative Aide, Graduate School^ The 
University of Connecticut, Storrs. M.G.L. (F * 
71). 

* II. Academic Counselor - Student personnel, 
'Emerson Oolfege, Boston, MA. S.J.W. (F 74): 
I am ^ stfll eopvinced that English is an 
excellent major for preparation into sever- 
al fields. Not only does it prepare onm Well 
* for specialties of all sorts (i.e. law, poli- 

tics, etc.), English also teaches one to 
reasrCn and synthesize information. 

12, Director of Student Affairs, Ethel Wallcer 
School, Simsbury't B.W.D.*(F 74): "In charge 
of discipline, all student activities, scheduling 
of air campus events, dormitosies, housepar- 

' ents. Senate and Judiciary Committees and 
sc'hool clubs.'* 
• I find that my training in English has 
helped ,me to organize my thoughts in my 
head and on p;tper. But most importantly, 
"^it has helped me to think rationally and 
perceptively as I deal with people and 
problems. » 

13. Public Affairs Assistant, Office *of Public 
Affai^Sv University of California at Santa 
Cruz, L.J.R. (F 74): '^Media (radio/TV) cor- 
respondence and relations; press n,ews ■ re- 
leases^,'* ^ ' « . 

The entire discipline of the En'glish lan- 
guage itself,^was a fundaiViental assistance 
- not only in acquiring my job, but in 
effectively living thp sometime chore of 
|» living. That*s If You Ask M?. 

^ 

^SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION: 
{RECOMMENDED ELECTIVES: ^ 

*Education Administration • 

Student Personnel ^ ^ 

Cdunseling 

Guidance 

♦Psychology 

Mathematics . s * 

History % • • " 

Stress Reduction 

Grievance Prevention and Handling 
Self-I>efense 
^ S^eed Reading * , ^ 



BUSINESS 



I. STOCKBROKERS (5) 
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1 . Stockbroker, Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenher & 
Smith. A.S.K. (M 72) 

' English was helpful in so far as the ability . 
to communicate was helpful. I enjoyed 
the courses immensely; *even though the 
topics were not pertinent to my career, 
, / they enabled me to be well roundccL 

2: Account Executive, Merrill, LyAch Inc., Stam- 
. ford. K.M.T. (M 74): **Inv^stment couiucling, 
selling stocks and bonds.J' 

My B.A. in English together with parttime * 
studies in business (M.B.A.^ tandidate, 
parttime eveitings) and my track record as 
a salesman has made me a ^reasonably 
good job candidate. The English degree 
simply tells an employer that you* are 

* well-rounded. * 

Employers \pok for college grads that at 
least have a foundation in the basic « 
procedures of the business world. 

3. Brokerage Assistant, Paine, *WebKcr, Jackson 
& Curtis, Boston, MA. S.M:W. (F 68)t /'In 
charge of prospecting for 2 bakers, writing 
proposals, computer wprk, special projects, . 
customer service." ' * 

English was not the major factor, t but 
helpful in gettine *my job - my work 
background was also a factor. 

* 4. Stockbroker, E.F. Hutton, NYC. J.D.E. (F 
72): "Buying and selling." ♦ 

5. Business Analyst, Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., W. 
Jiaftford. A.P.B. * (F 75): "I. write credit 
* regorts on Hartford area businesses." 

Althoi^ English* was a thorou^ly enjoy- 
able major, I might hare studied econom- 

* . ics and accounting *which would help mc 

now. Since most jobs arc fotind ia busi-'^ 
*ness, I would recommend that En^dish 
majors minor in business, beefing *up' their 
program with the aboTe, plus marketing 
courses. 

STO€l«ROKERSt: • 
RECOMMENDED ELECTIVES: 

^Business Courses v » 

psychology 

Economics • \ - 
*Accourfting ^ 
Sociology 

II. SALES (t9) * ' * ' ^ 

Insurance S'alesman (self-employed J^J.C.H. (M 
« 74). * 

When I first'started at UConn in 1966, 
» there was a serious shortage of qualified 
English' teachers in Connecticut^ Within 
^only three years, this shortage became si 
surplus. 



I would advis^ yoyngdr students to bear in, 
^mind that as a 'foundation for further 
.studies, English excels in preparing tht 
. student with a desired, well-rounded back- 
ground, suitable, for sfdaptation into al- 
most any occupational category. By itself, 
as a goal, however, frequently it is not ^ 
' specific enough/ for many jbbs. i believe, 
though, that the English maji)r can adapt 
himself more readily to his situation than 
someone with a focus education, such as 
chemistry, biology, math,'or engineering* 

Special Risks Underwriter, Continental Ihstir- * 
ance-Companies, New York, NY, D.T.L. (M 
76): **Profitable selection of premiums ov^r 
.SlOO,0/)0 per year." 

Written and verbal communicatioit are 

essentials in my job.' 

The capacity to analyze situ^ions, peo- • 
pie, and statistics are all equally impor- 
_Jatitr-wd^were developed as an English 
major by constant analysis of patterns, 
trends, restatcmetit of motifs, themes, etc. 
Consequently, I airvjQow able to distilla - 
>situation or (althofigh it sounds Tiorrible) 
a person down to a few extremely impor- 
,tant'fJoints, providing me with a solid base 
with which to enter into negotiations. 

^ Expository writing, ^Re .Modern Novel, 
the British Novel and the Short ?tory 

^ have been the most helpful. They tpgether 
taught me analysis and expression of the 
ideas gleaned from that analysis. 

Group Field Representarive for Travelers In- 
surance Co., M.L. (F 75): "I sei;vice and sell 
group insurance benefits to employers for 
their employees. The actual sale is/generally 
made By the insurance agent. I help her/him 
prepare the presentation." 

I believe that* my ability to express myself * 
was' my .principal asset in my job ii^ter: 
viewSj an' ability that was .thoroughly 
exercised in my class jJiscAissions and 
wriring assignments as an EnglisTi major. 

I would?*suggest that a liberal arts student 
I who is contemplating a busThjjss career 

consider taking a few courses that involve , ' 
' debaring aftd public speaking. My job 
requires quick thinking and I regret that I 
am not better prepared to"'think on my 
feet. The ability tjD defend one's position 
IS invajuabie; one must be able to-do this * 
" with relat&e ease. I would say that any 
course in* which the stu/Jent has the 
opportunity tb present an^^defendthis or ' 
her ideas would prove helpful in any job. 
For business purposes, lecture <5ourJps arc 
not parricularly useftiL The morefself- 
a5Sertivenes$ and self-confidence a stu<{ent 
can gain in college, 'the easier the tran^ 
tion to the working world v^ill be. 



, 4. Computer Systems Sales Representative for 
' Wang Laboratories, Irfc, R.A.G. (M 70);* 

Poetry was an in^portant course because it 
emphasized analytical skills tcacjiing yojj 
."to think." 

Ih vrdjcr to play the "paper game" that 
niany crrlployers seek, especially irr to- 
day's j^ market, combined liberal arts/ 
•business major shpuldVome .about. For 
example, a degree in English, Psychology, 
Sociology/Marketing or Business Admini- 
st|ation wquld be very helpful a«d realis- 
tic, especially since so much of business is 
related to the Beh^vi'ofal Sciences. 

5. Sales- Accountant Representative for Magnc- 
gfaphics, C.M.G. (F 69): ."Microfilm fror^ 
Computer output." 

1 think English departments do*a great 
disservice to their ^tudf nts^ - they prepare* 
them for nothing. Of coQrse, ^love 
Engljsh and English majors ami if ^er I 
, become an employer. Til give an English 
^ major a job. But -what a way to get a job. 
Certainly/ English majors are intelligent 
and able people and they will succeed and 
fail as others do.>Bu.t theirs is ^ long hard 
road. Ultimately and primarily th^^^jjave 
• to rely on their individuality^ personality, 
> ambition, ability to change, adapt and 
learn. The fact that they are English 
^ majors is secondary. . * 

Perhtkps it is evideift to some/people that 
, English majors can become assistant edi- 
tors, proofreaders, researcher^, buyers, 
etc. But a lot of us who attended UConn 
are from low income families. We have no, 
^ole models to follow, no aunts, uncles or 
even friends who are professors, editorial 
assistants, writers, etc. Before an English- 
major can become ,an editor or proofread* 
er, et;C. - he has to )8now that-Vuch a thing 
** , exists.''^ - ^ • 

6. Personal Lines Underwriter ifor Homeowners 
and Marine I;:^urancc, Aetna fhsurance Co., 
" Southfield,Mi5^gah. S.S.M. (F-70). " 

English was helpful for my initial job put 
of UConn and this initial jojj served as a 
stepping stone to better jobs. 

4 

7^ Assistant Contract Underwriter, Group *CoM- 
' tract for Travelers Insurance* Co., Hartford. 
M.D.R. (M75). ' . , ' 

8- Corporate Sales 'Analyst for Connecticut*Gen- 
era/C*fe Insuran^ce Company, Pension Sales 

• 'and . Employee Benefit, , Portland, Maine. 
W.K.J. {M 69). _ i ' 

'9. Outside ^alcs Repr^efttative for Kennedy 
Business Machines, Palo Alto,. CA.*L.E.M. (M'* 
\ 75)i Calculators, typewriters, dictarion cquip- 
nrient and photocopiers. 



10. Field Rcprescntafive for C.E.T.A.. New 
• - Brunswick, NJ. S.A.A. (M 68). 

11. Salesman, Burke Realt;^ Siorrs. T.P.L. (M 
70): Sell houses. ^ ^ \ 

*p ' 

1 2. Sales Represen|alive for wholesale bicycle 
^companyr. S.K.S. (M 76). ; 

I feel my background in English was a 
definite asset in this line of work, especial- 
^ ly in trying to communicate to new 
customers.- ^ 

13. Fourth^ Key - A Semi-Managerial PQsition in 
♦ Retail Sales, Dress Barn, Groton, M.Y.L, (F 

75). " . ^ 

14. Cigarette Salesmaii for American Tobacco 
Co., New York, NY. M.K.iVt. (M 75). 

I credit my communication ability mostly 
to my college training. All of them - ' 
every course helped.* { 

15. Salesman for Keebler, -Cdj^ Framingham, MA. 
M.J^.R. (M 74). ^ \ 

46. Auto Parts Co urfter salesman and Driver, Jeff- 
' CO Auto Supply, LakewcTod, CO. M.J.G. (M 
. 75). \ ^ .V 

, ''"^ 

- 17. Men's Suit Salesman. G: Fox &: Co., Meriden. 
. DX.M. (M*72). 

SALES:* ' - \^ ' ' 

RECOMMENDED ELECtlVES , 

*'Account1ng ' ' , 

*Math * ' 

Finance ' ^ ^ , 

Economjrt ^ - * . 

Logic * ^ 

Sociology J ' 

Anthroplogy 

*Speech " , ^ 

Theater • , * / 

* Psychology < V 

Communications 



Generalists make good leaders because of 
the breadth of their academic vision/. (One 
of the paradoxes'of today's job market is 
that generalists are destrablc as leaders, 
but hiring firms will only^akc on special- 
ists.) English grads make gdod leaders 
/ b^caiise of their polished written and 
verbal communication skills. In fact, I s4W 
one set of statistics which placed superior 
• English skills just behind being born into a 
business and marrying the boss' daughter 
as 'an indicator of career achievement. The 
problem then, is to get a to*ehold in the 
working world. Adap.tability and compro- 
mise are essenfial. I 'feel that an English 
major wKo also cultivates his l^^her 
abuities in other, presently more market- 
able areas, stands a good chance of finding 
a good job. 

3. Senior Systems Programmer/Analyst, Finan- 
cial Information Systems for Pratt 6c Whitney. 
V.S.R. (F7I). 

The most useful English skills ^^re basic 
• wrhing skills which are used in preparing 
reports and documentation. 

«> 

4. Systems Analyst, Designs Computerized Soft- 
ware Applications for Aetna Life. J.A.S. (f * 

Since I design systems wfiich others ere* 
. * • ate, the clear presentation of fatts and 
logical processes is most important. 



• COMPUTER-RELATED FIELDS: 
RECOMMENDED ELEC^TIVES: 

Psychology , . • 

Speech 

*Math 

"^Science 

Computer Science 
*Logic ^ , 

Sociology • 
Electrical Engineering 



in. Computers J4) > " 

f-.l . , Brancl^Control Manager^: Xerox Corporation, 
KX.S. (F 69): In charge' of computer opera- 
tions, financial and business forecasting, in- 
, vcntory control, and delrvery. Also, commis- 
^ sion adjustment. , • ' 

I don'f ki^w what major woul^ have been 
^ . • more helpful than amEnglish major, since 
^ all training needed wa^5.^ven by Xerox^. 

'f^' Computer Operator for k/tional Fire Protec-^ 
^ I tion Association.'A.H.P. (M 76). 
I fn spite bf the relatp:vely' dismal outlook 

for EngUsh grads, or 'liberal rfrts grads in 
general, llfeel that such an education may 
f have its jjistificatioif, later in career life. 
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lV^5ecretarial (16) and Clerical (20). . 

1. Secretary /bookkeeper, ABC Music Center,* 
Los AngeUs. L.M.G. (F 69). 

English courses which taught^me to think 
helped most. . ♦ 

it was very ^sapfointing to graduate 
'cbllege with a'^big dream and have 'the 
hard face of reility ^ "no working experi- 
ence - how fast can you type? — do you 
t^ke shorthanJ?" defeat you. N<^ one 
would employ Ane. i; was trying to enter 
Advertising/P.l(. when 1 wa^ finally of-; 
f§red a job. It was solely because, the 
» DirecTtor of the Advelrtisfng Dept. had it in 
mind to run ^ training program rather 



tkaYi use experienced individuals, which ' 
* • everyone else wanted. Dnce employed^ 
my Engljsli writing skills we^c very valu- 
able writing advertising copy. While there 
I "became office manager of the depart- 
ment and therebyiearned managing skills. 

Point being, I am still pleased I majored in 
English but as far a^ geuing'a job; it hadn't 
, helped at all. A B.A. in English is worth 
zero in the working world. Experience is 
« ' what they want an4 college English 
doasn't give you that. Once employedfit 
caiyhelp you to keep the job* and do well 
in /t^^ but it never got me.femploy^d. 

2. Clerk/typist, Nuclear Publifcations Dept., Gro- 
' ton, CT. J.E.B. (F 75). ' ' ' . 

My supervisor hired me with the hopes 
that I would enter tjhe field of technical 
writing. In the meantime, he hoped I 
would be able to assist «ome of the writers 
' with their writmg, 

Tve l>e^n asked ^o submit an applicatrllf 
for a technical writing job in my depart- 
ment but I declined. I took the Job as 

* secretary fof this writing group because I 
wanted to have some insight into'techni- 
cal writing before I became involved in it 

\ myself. Tve, found the \^ork highly techni- 
>r ^ cal and dry. I plan to try for a job in some 
publhhmg house or in sonie field other 
than this type of writing. - * 

3. Secretary to Program. Director, Health Sys- 
tems Agency, Waterbury. P.C.F. (F 74). - 

^\ This job is a stop-^^p. I am still struggling 
to get my own fiction published. But I 
needed i riow. Unfortunately, job and/ 
family leave little time to write. 

4. MedieSrSccretary, Hartford. S.J.D. (F 76): ' 

Useful skills: rteing exposed to many 
different life styles and value systems* 
through literature. ♦ 

5. Secretary and Import/Export Assistant, Mit- 
sui &:,Co.,^Chicago. P.H.S.M. (F 74). 

My 'Japanese employer^ thought my Eng- 
li^ background wo^d prove useful. 

As^a secretary for a. Japanese employer, I 
am. engaged ih many different aspects of 
business-purchasing, accounting, aod in . 
tKe.main traffic. My English^background 
has certainly been, helpful. At the same 
time, '! wish I had had more training in » 
somepf the practical aspects of bu$iness.„I 
think a course should be devised for' 
business English, or English in its practical 

* applications. 

My^ posiron is 'mainly concerned wth 
traffic, including basic math^ basic geogra- 
phy^-;and researiih for new products. I\ 



check and revise'^the Japanese salesmen's 
letters, which are generally directed' at 
American business. _ 

. ■ ' * * 

6. Secretary, Specifications Dept., Fletcher- • 
Thompson, Inc^Bridg^ort. I.C.S. (F 75). 
English majors should be required to*t;lke 
courses in Journalism, Speech, Advertising, - 
or some related field in order to obtain 
positions once they graduate) Lack' of 
. » such 'a background prevented me from 
obtaining a job in a communications type 
• of "industry." ' 

' 7. Secretawqf/Receptionist, . Community Center, 
f rovidepce. S.L.S. (F 74). ' ' . 
A was^no more fit to encounter the ^orld 
than a two-year old to cross a street. Once 
the degree'^ in hand*, the gra^duate will 
rarely be given an opportunity^ to »"ex- 
press'* himself. , * 

8. Administrative Secretary, United Negro Col- 
lege Fund, Inc. G.M,G. (F ). 

I am able to express myself on paper 
when I have the opportunity. 

9. ^re?!iry, Goshen, CT. L.K.L.P.*<F 75). 

The* poetry course 1 took was qui;e 
helpful in analysis and creative writing. 
I.'ve. lost my "fear of the blank page" and 



xpre^ 



my ideas easily and clearly. 
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Teller for Putnam Trust Co., .Greenwich. 

E.M.D.;(F76). ^ 
My training in English, plus Dramatic Arts 
gave me the confidence to express myself 
in private and condpct myself in public. ^.^ 
My "superiors" thought Tennessee Will- 
iams sang country music.^ 

\ ^ . ' ^ . « ' 

Account Clerk 11 for town of No rtli Kingston, 
Pre-audi^t (accovirj^ts payab^|e). "My Jpb ' 
..Jiicludes: getting all bills ready, to be paidj-a 
limited amount of bookkeeping ,and' record 
keeping; ser.ve as an assistant cashier." 

I was a'ble t6 organize my credeitti^ls^and 
present them* to my perspective employers 
with coherence and 'confidence, ' — 

EngHsh is a fantastic base upon whicKto 
build ^ career! People who c;in^ organize 
thoughts, and express them well, are. 
^appreciated in the business world. For 
example, ~b£ing able to write ^persuasive 
letters is extremely important in any 
business sijuation'.t'These are the people 
who will l^e offered the promo tionsin the 
long run. ^ — ' ^-.y^ 



Accounts Payable Clerk- for Unyersity of 
Mass. B.C.A. (F74). \ 

The^bility to write cle|fly and^^ccurately 
is valuable. Since the people I work with 
know I am an English major they usually 
ask me if they have any questions con- 
. cerning spelling, sentence structure, etc. 
when composing business letfe^s^r writ- 
ing reports, and I have found thes^'^sacme 
skills nelpful in writing business letters 
myself. ^ ^ / 

i have unfortunately, also found that 
English majors, as such, don't get jobs. 
However, I am beginningfto*believe in the 
original idea of a college graduate as a 
well-rounded intellectual with a broad 
liberal arts backgrpund who then can go 
J.' •qaut into the j6b market not with one 
"specific employment skill ^ but rather the 
, capability to learn rapidly whatever neW 
skills might be needed and to acquire and 
assimilate thfe/ necessary knowleage to go 
with them. English is; for all the reasons 
l^e, among others, an especial- 
) do all of this. 
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Plain field Greyhound Park. 



5. Accounts Payable and Payroll/Assistant to 
Manager for Greenwich Hospital Association 
S.C. (F 75). / 

I felt mvf English major was important not . 
because /it opened doors, but because no 
doors v/ere jjosed to me. I had very .great 
latitude in chpfJsiqg a place. My degree is 
respected without ^.limiting me. 

6. Supervisor of Billing Department for Unitron 
Instruments, Inc., Garden City, NY. A.E.C. (F 
76): Handle bjJUne and accounts receivable. 




7. 'File Clerk for Jewett City Trust C6.^ Jewett 
,City,CT. K.BJ^. (F75). 

8. Office Clerk for Marine Management Systems, 
Inc., Stamford, CT. DXJS^mi(>). 

9. Registrar for \larketing Training Tpr Data 
General Corp., Southboro, MA. L.W.S. (F 

.72). ^ ^ 

l(AProduction Inspection for Timex Corp., Mid- 
"\dlebury, CT, CJ^.M. (F 74). 

11. Cashier for Commission on Special Revenue, 
* State of Connecticut. L.S.P. (M 6l9). ^ 

:^ ^ 

12. Coder, Yale University, L.B.K. (F 72): "Code 
and Classify oncology patients.*' 

13. Pasteup Artist for News Publishing, Stratford, 
CT., C.J.H. (F.74): "Put tjogether ads for 

lani^h newspaper^** 
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14. Field Represfe«tative for* State of Connecticut, 
Department of Community Affairs, Hjirtford, 
CT., V.A'.F. (M 68). 

15. Trainee in Government Health Insurance 5tu- % 
dv, 'family unit tracking service, Glenn 
Slaughter & Associates, Oakland, CA.. J.H.V. 

, ' (F76). 

16. Student Loan Processing & Servicing for 
Central Bank for Savings, Meriden, CT., 
V.L.A. (F 74). 

17. Order Porocessor, Roll Form Products, Boston, 
MA.,i\.F.G. (FJ5). 



GRApUATE SCHOOL (22) 

The replies' in this category are from, people in 
graduate school now. Presumably these students will « 
look for ^ork dn* their graduate fields, among which . 
are English, Fre^jh, African Languages, Comparativj^ ^ • 
Literature, Computift PFogramining, Nutritional Bio- 
chemistry. Plant .Science, Business Administration, 
Public Administration, Educational Psychology Spe- 
cial Education, Counseling, and V.aralegal. , ' * 

, Candidate for M.B.A., Northeastern, "Boston, ^MA. 
J.B.P. (F76). 

I was accepted primarily because^of my liber^ "\ 
arts background, since Northeastern vsrishes to 
graduate well-rounde^ stude'nts into the busi* 
ness world. 



LABOR (23) 

\ Few people in this category feel they ^Jirc- using 
English skills in' their work, but some replies arc^ 
worth quoting. The jpbs held by this group arc baker, 
bartejiaer (four, all female), security guard (two, 
m^le), shipper, extruder, projectienist, landscapcr, 
cabie inspector, control monitor, toll collector, far- 
mer, bus driver, ice cream man, mailhandler, carpen- 
ter, part-time housecleaner, chauffeur. 

1 . 'Bartender, Brooklyn, CT. C.A.L: (F 74). 

There are absolutely nx> job prospects for me. 
My education was an expensive frivolity, 
whiph is still costing me while I earn $2.50 an 
- )\0UT» rd never advise this field.- 
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2. Extruder operator, The Rockbestos Co,, New 
Haven, P.M.(M ). 

At least I learned to print clearly on my time 
card so that Payroll ,doesn*t bollux up my 
check. ^ f 

3. Bartender, GranJ Teton t^dge, Moran, Wyoming. 
K.T.H. (F 74) , ' 

I tried a job in^NY City - proofreading for 
the American Society of Civil Engineers., but 
found thie work monotonous. I was fresh opt 
of college - and made the wrong job choicef I 
left Connecticut and wound up in^, of all 
. .places, Jackson, Wy., resort town. Fm 
nappy here, anil haVe no immediate plans for 
• leaving. I read a great deal, keep up with 
contemporary literature, and review tlie clas- • 
sics. I am a bartender, true, but I have never 
^ . resetted it. As long as I keep my mind alive 
to hew people and ideas, I will never feel what * 
I do is a waste. I do, however, have a^ plaqu^ 
over my bar that says. "For this I went to 
four years of college?" 

4. Toll collector. State of Connecticut, Montville. ^ 
C.L.C. (F 76). . 

It may seem trivial to elaborate on nonrelated 
job aspects of my tnglish training, but I 
strongly feel that I work "to earn a living and 
I do with my leisure time is most 
> imp6ttant^ to my personal devrfopment. Why 
not polish the growth of living? 

- I shink it is foolish to expect to do immedi-^ 
?tely that which takes time, learning *and 
practice to^chieve. I think you shpuld try to 
convey thi£*'message to students in the Hu- 
inanities. 5ome must ply the trades, some 
teach, some write, but ^ryone must be what 
► they are. Time and investigation will eventual- 
ly pay o£f in the job market, but patience is 
the hardest virtue ^o learn, • 

The University i$just a^-bcginning in*a lifetime" * 
of working *and learning and what's to be 
expected of a beginning is that it lead you 
fi^jse where. 



Ice Cream Man,' K &: H Ice CreaiA, Providence. 
CR.B.^(M 76). _ ^ . * . 

The skills dey^pe^ in English are required in 
virtually any jot in any field. Therefore, I 
Would advise yoli to stress the fundfaipentaf 
^ skills - reiding, writing, critical thinking, etc.> 
- that students acquire in English classes, 
«ills that form the foundation of the'stu^pnt.s* 
future development, professionally and an 
individual. .Today's average student is far too • 
wo^rried about the economic environment .to 
major In a field that does not guarantee a cash 
return upoa graduation? Education' for the 
sake of education seems to be considered a 
— luxurious ixfdulgence by rriSLtty of. my peers. ' 
Perhaps they affeicorrect. I jegret that you are 
put. in the position of. having ^o. sell, the ' 

O * ' . ' 



English ^curriculum. How can you justifythe 
^ study of literature in .terms of dollars and 
cents? The payoff is personal, but it- can be 
very fulfilling and help to clarify one's own 
position in the world.. 

- By the w^y, I shall be returning to the 
University in the Fall in order to get certified 
to teach. 'The line is already around the block, 
two or Ihree times... 

6. Bartender, Jesse's Restaurant, Hanover, NH. 
^K.E.E. (F ' ). ' 

I paid for my education at UConn and I never 
> thought of it as an investment that would 
, - yield direct financial results. Any degree in 
the humanities is. valuable for what it gives 
^ you as a person. I think. English especially 
' < gives a person an expanded outlook on life. 
Also^the reading habits which he develops are 
something that oiie can continue to use 
throughout one's life! My undergraduate de- 
gree in English was really just a beginning of 
my **studics," I!U probably continue to read 
and "study" for the jfest of my life. It's a 
source of enjoyment,* Vnlighteninent and re-^ 
laxation. 

" Perhaps some people would consider this a 
real luxury to be able to look at a \college 
education in this way, but I think too many 
people, especially at UConn, have lost sight of 
education for its own sake or indeed any ki^d 
of liberal education. Even the people, who 
cheated this questionnaire have that orienta- 
tion - How has your English degree paid off? 
--^ $$$!! Nonsense! My education has helped* mc 

/ and tKat's the most important thing there is. 

7. Chauffeur, DriVe Your Car Service, Westport. 
W.H.B. (M 75). 

' I am presently awaiting * replies |^!ii^law 
schools (where niy English backgfound will " 
^ help immensely)..Tthe ability to communicate 
is an invaluable asset which one has for life. It 
may not pay off immediately but will in the 
long haul. , ^ i 



LAW (22)-«id MEDICINE (3) 

1% Lawyer, Morgan, Moukawsher & Willeits, 
New London. D.L.Hy (M 72). * - ' y 
Ability to read and write are valuable ip 
^ niany fields and exposure to the humanis- 
tic perspective^ which pervades literature* 
• * "ly mind, invaluable and important 

, if .those of us who do succeed and find 
ourselves inflqencihg lives and events are 
to act with wisclom and consideration i « 
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Lawycf,^ Streich, Lang, ^eeks, 6ardon & 
French/Apenix, AZ, J.M.F. (f 74). 

I can honestly say that my English related 
skills: reading comprehension, ^and clear, 
concise writiiigs have been a hehp, to my 
^ success in law school. As most of my 
•fellow law students have observed, mfere^ 
knowledge of the law is not enough. The 
."^ advocate must be able to take this knowl- 
edge, apply it^«to a particular factual 
situation and provide clear ' and cogent 
analysis of the applicable law. Similarly, 
oral skills are emphasized in law school. 
"As*^ first year student, I Had to research 
and write ,^an appellate court brie£ and^*. 
then orally areue it before a. panel qf 
' judges. Since then, I have writtei). 3 legal ' 
articles which have been published by the 
Notre Dame Law Review. Of course, the 
ability to Avrite a good, law school exam 
necessitates a good ^solid .JBhglish I)ack- 
ground - "^f. only for*, writing style, 
orgiimali^Sn content, but also gram-^ 
mar 'and o^b^Jundamentals. It is sad to 
' see' ho w^ many (follegejAjcaduates lack these 
basic skills. I believe m^ extensive training^ 
\ "in English helped 'sh^ar(>ch tht skills ip4n- 
tioned previously and has contributed 
substantially to my achievements in law 
school, f^o matter what his practic;;^, a 
lawyer will" always have ^^tJvVfee ^ble to 
express himself clearly and ^effectively in 
order to perform.xhe demands bf hisjob^ ' 

I am very grateful to the UConn English 
Dept. for strengthening those skills which 
' have aided me in my pursuit of a legal 



3. Attorney, Stremlau, Larsen and St. John, 
Meriden. J.L.E. 68). *. A 

I have been a&ked many times ni]Xopinion 
as to the best uili&fgraduate preparation 
for law school and for being an attorney. 
Without" doubt, the best pre-law back- 
ground is provided by majoring in English. 

An English Major is constantly engaged in 
applying 'standards, to works of literature 
> — -^and giving either a written or verbal 
opinjipn. Law students and lawyers per- 
form the identical intellectual. extfrcise 
using legal st^dards and factual situa' 
tions. 

Many friends in business positions have 
\ stated to me that without the skills 
learned as English majors, they would be 
unable to perform t^ieir work. 



4. Legal Assistant, Probate Court, tiew Britaip, 
CT. H.B^X. (F76). A ^ 

Completed graduate prdgiram with <Jertifi-' 
cate*as>l^gal assistant at AdelphiUn\versi- ' 
ty. Writing-clearly, cxfrdsing niyselt and 



interpreting the material written by others 
as bestt^i can has helped me in writing up 
briefs and memoranda. 

Law studlent. University of Toledo. S.T.G. (F 
75): "Wthird year.'' - 

Despite the work .and the constant law 
talk, I have as -r^uch enthusiasm for 
literature as I always did. I still care about 
reading and still hope to write some^ Jay. " 
rve seen- what's ^happened to my feilow 
^classmates and it's frightening. Many are 
, practically illiterate^nd* those that aren't 
* 7 have Been unable to make time for any- 



thing InffTe^ing "the law." I wonder if I* • 
will end 'up seeking my Masters in English^ 
after practicing law 10 or 15 years,. 

,^Proofreader/Law Clerk, Nutter, McClennen & 
Fish, Boston, MA. JjJ.C. (M j. ' 

As a law student currently graduating in 
1978, I would heartily endbrse "English" 
fcrr ^yone considering the pursuit ^^f % 
caceer in Law. 4 woulpf hasten to expand 
^ij^at fof any person considering profes- 
/ v^^sional school, v ^ 

Lawyers: Recommended ^Icctive's 
See Appendix A Law School* 



1. * Resident — Internal'Medicine, Medical College 

of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA. L.B.G. (F 
69). * . ^ ' 

< 

2. Medical Inefem, rflt.' Auburn Hospital,"" Cam- 
bridge, MA. A.L.S. (F 69]. 

Duong interviews for medical school, 

• many interviewers were pjgascd with my 
background, i.e., that humanities and sci- 
ence were not exclusive of each other. IVe 
also felt my training has been helpful in 
writing case Histories, most important in 
speaking; explaining and listening to pi- 

• ti^nts — 50% of medicine as I now sfic it. 

Third Year Medical Student, Boston Universi- 
ty School 'of Medicine, Boston, MA. M.M.L. 

(M 75). : ' 



Medicaf Doctors: 4s 
Recommended Electives]. 

. , ^ See ^^dical School ^pendix A 
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LIBRARY \yORK (14) . 

Public Services/Reference Librarian, Flagstaff, 
Arizona. J.V. (F 71). ' * 

I, was an English piajor because it gave ;ne 
a way to justify doing what I enjoyed 
doing - reading anrd. writing and discus- 
sing literature. And I did it without muth 
thought as to the usefulness of the degree. 
Today, more so even than in 197J when I 
graduated, it is necessary to go oti to 
graduate school if one wants to ma1t,e use 
of an undergraduate degree. A"^ B.A. is 
more the means to, an end than the end 
itself. ; • . ^ 

As far as being a useful degree fbr a 
^ librarian, English is^ probably one of the 
better* useless degrees. This * would be 
, especially true^in doing work in humani- 
ties reference, or some similar specialized 
field of librarianship, such as subject 
specialist/bibliographer in English litera- 
ttire. More and more now, these positions 
require an M.A. in English in a4()ition to a 
library degree. 

In a general reference position, I get as . 
many questions in other dbciplines - " 
history, biology, political science, business 
- as tnose which relate to literatuf^. 

I realize this all sounds very negative. I 
would like to be able to say: Yes! My- 
degre^.iri^ English was. the* sole £actor 
responsible .for getting me this job and I ' 
use the- skills and knowledge I acquired as 
an English major every day. I can say it* 
served as a good base on which to build a 
career as a professional librarian. I found 
English personally rewarding as a field of 
study. Unless one is planning to teach or 
^pursue a career in literature, an undergrad- 
uate de^ee in English will probably not 
be any more useful than a deg^e^ in 
' history. Choose something you enjoy *>;^4^ 



major, in it. 
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majored in English^ I would no tf- have 
chosen any other field. 



3. Young Adult Librarian, Simsbury Public Li- 
^ brary. B.J.R. (F 72): **M.L,;S. degree of 

* primary importance." 

You should be aware tha|lo many new 
librarians, a B.A. in English can prolong 
their search for employment. This is 
particularly true if the.afcademic or largp 
public library would be^their preference. 
These libraries fequire subject specialists 
from many fields; therefore, tabe part of 
t.he majorityJs a distinct disadvantage. 
^ It has been my ^x^ccience ^nd also that of 

ma^y people I have known or met that 
* academic record (unless aj major specialty 
is required) has little impact- on the 
prospective employer. What is^ usually 
important? 1) A professional or personal 
connection, with spmeone already in the 
firm, and/or^) a well organized ai^d dis- 
^ tinctive resume, leading 3) the all-im-' 
portant interview^ A ^perior acrdemic 
record cai^-be helpfufiFthere are scores of 
applicants. Buf;' the m^st astounding reali- 
ty in the working vrarld i& the neglect ^ 
the employer in requesting academic re- 

• cords and* references prior to |iiring tfie 
' new ejtnployee. 

Perhaps you would be interested ii 
wished I liad gotten ou^of the 
and did not. * 

1) research skills 

2) preparation for resume' writing, job 
interviewing, career possibilities (I 
think it's unrealistic to think that 
Career Services can hanSld thousands 

, ' of students) % 

3) study of very contemporary novelists, 
etc. 

. * 4) smaller classes. 




Children's Librarian* Plfblic Library, 

Gainesville, FL. F.R.D. (F 75)J 

I work with children, patrons, |>up pet* 
shows, do story telling. Prior to my work 
in . the library^ I ^worked as an editorial 
assiitant to a publisher^nOld Greenwich. 
There X edited scripts of literafy wocks to 
be recorded, I wrote study guides, did ad 
layout work, some photography! ^fy writ- 
ing and literary skills were absolutely 
ins't^mental inrgetting the job and in my 
succeeding in the job. 1 am happy to have 
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Senior Reference Librarian, Middlebury, VT. 

N.J.L.B. (F ). ' . . 

My ability to get my present and. former 
library jobs was based ^ on my MLS 
degree rather than my ^English degree. 
However, T have never regretted having a 
BA in English. I am constantly amazed by 

* the^.writii^ level of many <if my colleagues 
in the library field. Whjjic^iAny of these 
people may also have Ej^ish degrees, die. 
majority of those of whom I am thinking 
have had BA degrees in*anbther field. pne 
potential I employer with whom I inter*^ 
viewed told itie that I vfas selected as a 
final cancUdate because hl^^d written one 

{ 



of the^fcw intelligent, ct>ncisc\nd inter- 
esting coyer letters in support of my 
apfn^jcation. I was eveatually offered the • 
job. *Thi$ was su^rprjsing to mc until I 
became involved' in ^qruiting myself and* 
realized how* poorly most appli(^^tions, 
both coyer letters and resumes, ar^ writ-. 

ten:- . ^ , • , . 

Basic verbal gDmmunication skills^ and 
written skills, which I clearly developed 
during my .years at UConn, ar^ used daily 
in my job. 1 should think'that these skills 
would be important for most jobs. 

5. Library Assistant 11, Library for the Blind and 
Handicapped. P.R.K. (F 76). ^ 

Knowledge of authors and styles of writ- 
^ • ing that could suit patrons who are unable 
to select their own materials is essential to 
my work. I have never taken an English 
course and walked away feeling as if I 
learned 'nothing. I make vigorous use of 
my accumulated background everyday. 

6. Reference Assistant, Groton Public Library. 
R.B.S. (F 76). • 

' ^ ^ • I feel that everything in ^ liberal educa- 
tion built around an > English major - is, 
excr-em^ly useful in lib|Siry|, especially ^ 
, reference work. 



MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL (22) 

SELF-EMPLOYED (20). 

<» 

1. Accountant, 'Haskrns & Sells, New Haven. 
Cj.Kil (M 70): MBA, C.P.A. Advai^ced de- ' 
grees^> - \ 

People who are encouraged to m<^jor in 
English should do' so with their eyeWide 
open and^with the understanding that^it is 
a potentially very satisfying experience 
, that is i|s4^j[^i, as. a background with Avhich ^ 
one can open'^doors tb higher education 
courses of specialized training. ..S4jch as 
business or law. Majoring in English' cah 
give you an education but it is ver)\ 
unlikely it will get you a*job. ' 

\ 

2. Engineering Specialist, Combustion Engineer- \ 
ing. Windsor, CT. B.L.R. (F 73). . . . 

V analyze costs of nuclear fuel for propo* 
* sals by the company using a CDC 7600 

ccfrtiputer sysiem. A person with a liberal 
arts degree, can get a job paying $9,000 to 
S9,800/year with large insurance compa- 
nies in this area. An English major*'. may 
• not be **doing ^English/' but opportunities 
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for usipg his/her Hpish background will 
crop up once he/she is employed. Many 
companies post, openings inside the com-' 
pany before they are advertised elsewhere. 
These may include: Edito^Ass't Editor of 
the House Organ - this posHion opens up 
infrequently, since people Scnn to hang 
on to these jobs; Public Relations — write 
speeches, pamphlets for customers, com- 
.mercials, advertising; In-House Report or 
Manual Services — standardise^ reports 
written in other departments and revise 
administrative or procedures manuals; 
Technical Writer — usually requires some 
technical experience^ a good reason for an. 
English major to take a course in comput- 
Jng, accounting, economics, or whatever 
just to increase his/her exposure to o'ther 
fields; Trainer — develop training pro- 
gram^to meet the needs of various depart- 
ments, may include teaching small Classes 
or writing booklets f^r self-instruction. 

These jobs will be ^specialized in large 
t:ompanies. Small companies will have one 
person to handle maity of them 4t once 
(and that person usually has been there.,' 
fox 15 years and won't retire for another , 

3. * Rifle-Platoon Commander, U.S. Marine Corps, 

North Carolina. J.E.P. (M 75). 

Basically the liberal education gotten 
. from tl>e extensive variety of coorses in 
English at, UConn, in particular th^ discus- 
sion and debate aspects of tjiosa courses, * 
are invaluable to an officer of Marines. I 
have pi^t and discussed many characters 

• in my journey through English courses. 
These characters are" all mjrrored In my 
experiences with Marines. ^ 

4. CohwnUnications Skills Instructor, Director of 
Audiovisual Department, Opportunities In- 
dustrialization Center of New London Coun- 
ty. T.J.B. (M 74); _ ' 

Being an English major was most impor-' 
tant in my being hired. A liberal arts 
education is a true benefit. I value if 
greatly. ' ^ ' 

Since my graduation, I have had little, if 
any difficulty in securing employment*. I 
held a very goodi^osition with a major 
business concern irt 3p?toh, MAT and I've 
been in my present position fqr over tw£>^. 
years now. ^ . ^ , 
Even though I now work for the most 
successful' job-trafning progranf in our 
country's history, fhy education an4 ex- 
periences at UCohn^are constaiVt helps in 
my \^rk. . " 

* Sure, we teach people skills, bujt we also 
attempt to devejop'the individual. We*re 
tired of witnessing high scl^pol graduates 
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with sixth-grade reading levels and the 
insufficient knowledge :o construct sim- 
ple sentences. Our program includes com- 
municati^on skills, which actually is noth- 
ing, more than a fancy! word for basic 
English. ^ 

Sometimes I wish I could discuss Ghaucer 
e/ti/ with my students. But that's not 
where it's at down he^e. We 'teach the- 
neVvspaper, the.library. etc. Hopefully, we 
do persuade them to reach for knowledge. 
I hope. • • 

Tr^nee in Dec<3i[gtor Sales and Interior De- 
sign, Ethan^Allei^Fashion Center, Norwalk. v 
A.L.Z. (F74). 

To me a mind trained in 'literature is 
cbrifusing^because it is based not on facts 
but perceptions, ideas and - thought?. 
Sometimes I wish I was a business m ajor 



- but English is the word of man and 
perhaps for me the best exposure ^o **the 
world** at the time. ^ 

I guess if I had it to do over again i would 
still have majored in English becai/se once 
peoplerhave listened to nie.^nd shared 
their thoughts with me, I think they find 
me to be both empathetic an<i strong- 
minded about jny own convictions but 
flexible and open t;o new ideas a^t the same 
time. English still helps me and probably 
always will — because of my knowledge of 
arch^etypal characters and situations - it ^s 
a1I very applrcable to everyday life. No 
* " major in cpjlegfc will **get you a job" that 
IS up to you, the individual -'that aspecf 
*of thought', was . vague in college, but 
, maybe I wasn't ready for i^then. If 

college was made mo^e real acaderhicaUy, 
' it would help a lot* but perhaps tha€ is'^ot 
possible - the two worlds are so separate. 

Most of the time. ^ - ^ 

* ^ 

Being an English majoc is relevant to.being* 
an understanding and articulate human 
being - ycfu need those toplsi to cope with 
and Conquer the world the best way that 
you know how. . 

Not finding a job is a poor excuse for riot 
> being an English major — very few people 
who go to UConn nave a, Silver spoon in * 
their mouth!- And believe me, no. one is 
going tp put one there when -yoif get out. 
Without a lot ofliard work and hopefully 
a Httle luck^ ypu get nowhere> English is a 
great background for living a sticcessful 
and happy life if ycJQ-know how to use it, 
intelligently- ai\d productively. 

6. Printor.v Spring *Valley Press, Langley, Wa?fi- 
ington. L.A.M. (t^ 69). 

I do design wort, typesetting, keyboard- 
^ 'ing, compo^i'ng and press^ork for a small 
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regional press. ^And bookke^jpingi a)s Tm ^ 
* the pnly one witkany business senie. 

It S0ems to me that if you are trying to 
sell the English major as **prevocationaI 
training" you're taking the wrong tacl$: A ' 
broad background of reading Snd ^riting 
skills and knowledge is useful in many 
fields,, but on its own, it *s, neatly Useless. 
I've had jobs in several tiefds sirrce gradua- ^ 
tion - retailing, advertising, editing, sales, ^ 
construction - and the elements *of my* 
cpllege education that have helped con- 
sistently are the most afti orpho us. ^Things 
like - organizing, sorting the germ froln 
the chaff, being able to see the point of 
an argument easily, using yoar critrcal 
faculties - ^ these .are skills, thiit seem 
useful in every job category Tve encoun- 
tered so far. They crfrt be learnec^ in'' 

• ^English courses, but in* other 'kinds of 

courses also. They y^erc just more enjoy- 
able, for me.to learn in English- since F like 
to ..read and \^rite. A good pre-med. 
student with good instruction wo.uld 
probably pick up the same lessons from 
his/h^r own courses. . < ^ ^ 

So I would counsel English majors iijtent 
,^ on being practical to supplement* their 
English courses with others - itt science i£ 
you wan^o do scientific writing; advertis- 
ing/ if you want to be a copywriter ' 
(though I sincerely hope UConn .has'up- 
graded the advertising deflt. since my day§ 
there); business administration if you, 
want* to be a cultured ifltknagemeht train- 
ee, whatever, if you're interested i» living 
in a rural area, like I do, forget English & 
learn ''a trade. The Pacific Northu^est is ^ 
filled with fishermen, mason construction, 
workers, cobblers, printer^, gardeners, etc. 
- All people- with- liberal arts BA's and 
-,MA!ssWno can't find suitable wadrotitsidc 
of the big cities. ■ ^ ^ 

7. Manager and Head Teaching. Pxo, Hamilton 
Tennis Club,'NJ. J.F.S. (M 74). 

Jn my |>osition as a manager of an indoor 
and Cjutdoor tennis ^lub, I ha«!e the 
^ responsibility of communicating wfth a 
staff ^of 20 and a metfibership of 4500 
people. My job is to keep the staff happy * 
and motivated; I have to coach them in 
how to use t1ie right words^for different 
prpblem situations. I have tp keep Jour i 
membership happy by dealing with prob- 
lem situations in such a way that the 

^ ownefs are getting their due and that tfie 

member is ha{)py or at least satisfied that * 
he or she»is being treated fairly. Not'^only 
do I communicate with the membership 
' and staff on an individual basis but I also 
prepare newsletters,' promotional flyers, 
jiress rehsases and advertisements.* Com- , 
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muriKiative skills are essential and my 
background in English *along with a late- 
blooming int(^<st in journalism (it wasn't 
uptil my senior year that, I took a journa- 
lism, course; I pnly wish I had been 
introduced earlier) helpt me daily. 

r» • if I were to/db^it again,, regardless of the^ 
job market, I wouldTe aV English major. 
After graduation*! cT^ceived a crash course 
in such things as bottom lines, balance 
^ . sheets, accounting procedures, ad nous- 
earn. I feel I have an advantage l^ecause I 
, have . been exposed to Milton, Shake- 
speare, Chaucer, Twain, Melville, Janies, 
Keats, Wordsworth, ad gloriam. 

'8. Intelligence Specialist, U.S. Navy. R.F. (M 
68). ' . ' 

\yithout question, the ability to write well 
and think* clearly is the major asset I 
possess. I owe this to my undergraduate . 
training. The' World needs^ORE, not less, 
literature students. 



Senior Sales Agent, American Airlines, Hart- 
ford. J.P.H. (F 74). 
, To be perfectly honest, I didn't ^o to 
college, and in particular, major in Epg- 
/'lish, to bft trained for a profession,* I do 
' feel that majoring in English prepared me 
for any number of professions and left me 
well educated. Had I wanted job trajnin^, 
f woulcl undoubtedly have majored in 
, business or engineenng, etc. I believe thaC 
a background in English has made^ me 
more discriminating, thoughtful and ex- 
. pressive. It has given me a sound academic 
. fou^Batioli upon which proficiency in 
various occupations might be based. Eng- 
lish majors ao^ gtt jobs. I am weu satisfied 
with n^y present job and with the educa- 
tion I received at UCONN, 



10.Tr;tv^l Agent, Travelrama^ Hartford. N.K.B. 
' {F74). • i 

Generally speaking, I went to college not 
' to feet , a job, buf to grow- up, learn , to 

think and become self-sufficient. I didn't 

want t6 rely on others in making decisions 

that would affect my life. ' 

The reason I chose English as a fnajdr was 
the .fact that \ loved to reafl (&: still do)! 
Also, I found^that tfj^ing to Vnder stand an 
^autKdr's -point , of' view mage me more 
aware^^of the human side of him or her, 
' sympathetic at times to certain emotions^ 
he or she was trying to evoke. 

Now', I find that I can communipate with 
people, not onl5^ verbally, but also with an 
unspoken sense of their needs and'ilesires. 

o ' .. ■ ^ 



11. Electronic AVarfare OfBcer on B.52» U^S. AirV 
Force. E.B.D. (M^75). % ^ ^ \ i 

Up to this poiig:^iny training in Ei^ltsh 
has not b\een a great help in the job. As a 
secQgd' Lieutenant, I am little more thanf, 
an equipment operator, but in the near 
future, if Ii expect tomove^up the ranks, 
many English skills will be critical. , 

Evidently in the economic pinch of th^ 
70's, ev^rybbdy 'is thinking through their 
pocketbooksl If all I wanted from ejkica- 
^ tion was a job, I would have? gjpjie 'fe a ^ 
trade school. \l certainjy would 'tiot have - 
spent $8,000\ and four years going to 
school when l\ coijld'have been out'earn- 
ing a' pay chec]< 



'The sub-categories bf self-emplQyed&jre various: 
ballet instructor, entertainment produce^^ .house 
painter, printing contractor^ dgg groomer, travelings 
musician, handweaver/ stable'-^wner-manager^. poet, 
wood carver, kennel operator, bicy^cle shop, owner, 
remodeling contractor, restauraji^oWner, insurance 
agency owner, youth camp^ diVector, TV actress, 
housewife.^ ^ ^ 



Owner, artistic director, La^Panse Academie 
of Ballet andv^'Modern . Dance, Orange, CJ. 
, R.C.F. (F 74). > • ^ ^ , ' 

» I have found useful the aj)ility^ To com- 
muni.cates .>\jfith* sttfdenti,- parepts^ -and 
^ ^ others confcerning busine^s^ *rbe ability to 
write has helped me, with .newspaper 
articles and brochures* Viewing life 
througli the "fexperifences of characters iii 
novels has helped me to^derstand p^9-, 
pk ^d their valu/s,s<»and ta see now 
peopU will .reaft in innumerable and . 
varied life situations. 
*. " * * '^"^ 

Traveling musiciati. J.D.H. (M 74). . 

Poetry courses have helped me write lyrics 
and choose material^ 

.Poet, Windsor, nYTG.M.G. (P72). ^. 
I am a poet, I raise horses and I do^ little 
^^e-lance writing. I'm an advocate ^fUhc^ 
university as a source* for iiberal (as in 
broad-based not as in "vs. conservative'^) ' 
education not vocatibn^al training. Secbm* 
ing^too specialized at the university level , 
is self-de/eating; often as not, employers 
en()^p retraining^employices^ ^eir own 
. particular methoas, and get ting^'^our foot 
in the door to begin with depends less on 
your tjanscrip^ -from - college*^ thaft how 
effectively you present yourself, on the 
application^ an^ in person.- The yfiarket* 
pjace* which graduates face today ^ vejry . 
unstable; I think the universit/ can best 
serve its students by teaching flexibility 
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aiyl creative thinking, and it is apparent 
that literature is a viable means of encour- 
aging tjiese characteristics. Taletit, tact, 
contidence, and innovative fhinkr^g are 
what ^et jobs, not your major in ^college. I 
think it would be foolish for anyone* 
interested in an English major to avoid it » 
from a nebulous fear that "English majors ' 
don't get jobs.** Faced^with ndljob, 
English majors maK!^ jobs. r 



4. Woodcarver. Nags HeW, North Carolina. M.D. 
(F76).* 

A It is my personal inclination .which steers v 

™ me away from conventional jobs and 

toward art, not any lack of career oppor- 
tunities which forces me to carve to eat,' I 
hope to use my writing experience' to do 
some free*lance articles for area magazines 
related to special interests, f loved being 
an English major. It was fascinating, fuffil- 
^ ling, and fun^ It would havfe been ahd still 
^ might become financially rewarding. I 
•encourage anyone with the interest to 
pursue, literary studies. Worry about sala- 
"•^^ — ries later! • 



SOCIAL WORI^ND COyjNfSELlNG (21) 

. Psj^chiatric aide. Institute of Living, Hartford. • 
T.S.G.(F75). 

, I feel that my English major wasn't 
spepifitelly the reason ' that I was em- 
ployed by the Iifctjtute of Living but Bt 
was helpful. My employers recognized 
that in a psychiatrfc hospital where accu- 
rate written and yerbal communication is 
essential a degree in English would be an 
^et for a Psychktfic Aide. I think it was 
-4n^ore hel^i^ in thi* particular position 
. thin jf^I had been, for example, a^Math or 
Histor/^ajor. The fact that I had gr^du- 
ated magna cum laude and had volun- 
teered at Norwich State Hospital during 
college was more * helpful in obtainin]^^ 
employment at the Institute than the-fact 
that- f w'fis anr English^majof . 
/ 5 f • ' \ 
. Social worker, Southbury Training School, 
CT. S.C.S.B. (F 68): ^'Placing retarded people 
in /(be communityT/'nding them jobsj^tc.**'* 
*' Being able to write summaries, etc., is a 
major jpart of my job — learning to write 
pfoperly was the most important training 
I received. 



3. Social worker. Human Services and Resource 
. Center, West Haven. M.F. (F 69): .Consultant 

to training workshops. v 

I developed an appreciation for partrcular 
types 1>{ literature and discdVered worlds 
of the universal human condition. Perhaps 
this was' an even ^m Ore meaningful portray- 
al of human psychology and ^ehavior 
than actual psychology classes. 

4. Psychiatric social worker. Psychiatry. Associ- 
ates, Tallahassee, Florida. D./f.C. (F 69). 

Fo'r me important courses were modern 
novel courses dealing specificially with 
such issues as ftneliness, alienation, inter- 
personal conflict. 

5. Caseworker, Wheeler Child Guidance Clinic, 
Plainville. A.M.F. (F ' ): M.A. in English, ^ 
M.S.Vf. intSociaj Work. "Therapy with Indivi- 
dual children and their families; diagnosis." * 

Character analysis in Modern Nbvel, 
Shakespeare (particularly helpful), Ameri- 
^ can Lit., Classical l-it. (particularly help- 
ful) — has helped in penetrating through 
details of an individual's circumstances 
and perceiving underlying themes, pat- 
terns, problems^ 

In applying for admission to the School of 
Social Work, I wasT* concerned- that my 
English background (as oppos<jd to socio!- . 
• ogy or psychology) would be considered a ' 
drawback — in spite* of the fact that I 
^ioo^id it tremendously usefuf in dealing 
with people. After I had been admitted, 
hpw.ever, my adwsor informed me that a 
study had been> done on social work 
students which found that^thosc with' 
English {>ackgrounds were most successful 
^ — both academrcally* and professionally " 
because of theif ability to Gommunicate ^ 
and theb se^jisitivity toward people and * 
*'their problems. 

Primarily, my ^training in English has 
provided me with a sensitivity toward 
people as a result of literary training, and 
'the ability to analyze critically (in diagno- 
sis) and communicate that analysis both 
in writing and verbally. "v.-^ 

. ^ ' 

6. Psychiatric Aide, Connecticut -Valley Hospi- 
tal, Middletown.p.CiC. (M 71)1 

Reading projections of possible fields of, 
employment in the next twenty or thirty 
years, ofie^i^ drawn to the concjusion that 
,thej;f are no certainties, no stcures posi-^/ 
tions op ^fields. Any specialized ^prepara- 
tion may^^nly lead tt^e student down • 
blind- alley to ^a dead end. Like ,thc 
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dinosaur, oyer-specialization may lead to 
over-adaptation t<Fa social structure pecu- 
liar to a brief Space in time. 



Paradoxically, English study prepares one 
for nothing iji particular ^nd anything in 
generjn. English study forces the student 
to organize his cHought processes and 
xollate new material into a meaningful 
order. This mental discipline allows for 
the acquisition of radicaljjy new material 
in an efficient manner. ^ 

As a child*care worker, my job is to 
observe the behavior of the children^ 
around me. I fmd that^ sound foundation 
in the Humanities allows me to see,^not 
just look. The major failure of many with 
whom I Work is exactly that, their eyes 
• are open,^but their vision is clouded. They 

d6n*t organize wh^at they see. They are 
effectively near-sighted to the sign^in the 
behavior patterns of the children. * 

7. Psychiatric Aide, Institute of Living, Hart-* 
ford. G.A.G. (F 74): Counsolor. 

Although lliad trouble finding a teachiiig 
job, I enjoy my present job and find my 
English training very helpful at work and 
in other situations. (I just won Honorable 
* * Mention in a Poetry Contest.) I thii^k 
during college more gbidance should be 
given so that one has a better idea of 
where iWajoring in English can lead. 

8. Child' Care Wofker, Dept. of Child and Youth 
Service^, Warehouse Point. S.V.M. (M ): 
"Responsible for the emotional, psychological 
and physical care of 12 to 18 boys and girls 

• aged 5 to 15.'' < • ' 

I was able to comnijunicate my opinions 
and impressions^ of the children's behavior 
etc. to my superiors^^rally and in writing. 

» 

9. Streener, -New Jersey Youth Family Services, 
Passaic. NJ. E.H.S.O. (F 71): "Screen all 
Incoming references to agency.*'' 

•Succinct writing technique developed 
' « ^ throughout my English training has been 
valuably. American Literature exposed m^ 
to the various life styles in America, past 
'^ and present. ^ 

1*0. Child ,WeJf;^re Specialist, Massachusetts Dept. 
Public Welfare, Brookline. C.B. (F 69): Child 
welfare specialist. MA in social work.. 

Undergraduate English training in writing 
clear reports was especially helpful in 
. prepaqng required postgraduate work. ^ 

l2«''Huihan Rights Representative, Mansfield 
rTraining School. D.D^N. (M 70). 

Ability to present ideas is important in' 
^ my work. Literature gave me knowledge^ 
* of peojl^le. One English Literature course 
that required wegkly, one-page^ papers, 
taught TTie to write concisely. I haVe found 



in any job that Tve held a clear advantage 
over my co-workers because I was able 
ve/bally and in^writing to reduce an issue, - 
question^or subject to its essentials// * 



13. Senior Social Worker. City of Hartford. 
K.d.L.H. (F71). ^ ^ ' 

Outside of the field of English an MS^ in ^ 
^ socjal work wi^s most helpful. One of my 
^ , Social Work professors .thinks English ^ 
.majocs make best social workers because 
of their ability to express themselves. 

14. Relocation Counselor. City of Hartford. 
D.L.B. (F 69): "Relocation -of tenants living- 
in unhealthy, unsanitary or dangerous situa- 
tions, referral of urban services, counseling 

' , clients, transporting, arranging payments, leg- 
islative w^ork regarding houSing laws.** 

My experience in VJ^JA was valuable. It 
is often necessary to deliberately misuse 
language (street language) to communi- 
cate. ' < 

» 

15. School Social Worker, Middletown, NJ. C.S.B. 
(F^O). ^ 

M.A. in English, M.S.W. in social work. » 
Unable to find job teaching but still, 
trying. , ^ ' " 

16. Program Counselor, Connection, Inc.. Middle- 
town; M.J.S.*(M 75)^"Jo^» social and psycho- 
logical counselor to ex-offtfnders who are on 
release to the community." 

What* 1 |ried tx> get from the English 
program was an insight into people and ^ 
s{cill for comfnunication. These two thines 
^ have helped me immeasurably^ I would 
stress the versatility of a solid English 
background. But in addition. I would.urge 
.the s tud en ts^th em selves to be versa t^lc^nd 
creative in their goals.' " 
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17. Careers Trainee. State. Dept. of Social Ser- 
• ^ vice*, Norwich. P.M.G. 75): "I determine 

eligibility for state aid and medical assistance. 

and do interviewing," ^ / . 

I love English and onJS personal leVeri^iost. 
courses have' been |felpful to my indivi- 
dual growth. Theyjve made me more* 
aware of different life styles tKat may te 
, reflected in my S9cial w^rk. ^ . . 

18. Investigator, Child Sup^rt Unit. Dept. Social . 
•Ser^ces, Bridgeport. CtI. T.J.B. (M 74). 

Reading and writing^skills, anxl the ability 
^ .totspeak well and^^^sily understand new 

' concepts, both developed throughout my 
training in» English. j»re most important in 
my work*. ^ . ' ^ 

19. Child Care porker, Dem. of Child and Youth , 



. Seijfices, Warehouse Point. M.C.W. (M 75). 
M.A. in English, j^- ♦ ^ 

20. Community Relations Specialist, Dept. of 
Social •Services. Hartford. D.L.K. (F 76)/' 
. * "Assist planners. Take mihutes at meetfng." 

Ability to reason and think, speak,- ex- 
^ pressing concise ideas wliich I developed 
as an English major, are valuablej^(^£^ 

,« I was an English major ^nly becaus^ I 
enjoyed reading, writing and discussing. 

. 21. Psychotherapist, Highland Heights, New 
Haven.. I..A-.L. (F ). ^ • 

^^OCIAL" WORK • AND COUNSELING: ' Recom- 
" mcndedl ElectRhes " , 



Sociologjj 
Psychology 



TEACHING (74) 



4. 



re-school teachers (2). Grades 2-6 (6), Grades 6-^ 
(17), prep school (3), high school (27), communrty 
college (2), college (4), high school reading consul- 
tant, private tutor, audio-visual director, textile arts, 
special education, corporation, teacher ecfticatioa, 
English Instructor in a French University. 



» ^ \ 

High school English teacher, Freeport PubJic 
Schools. T.A.C.,(M.68). . * 

What holds back most Liberal Arts majors 
from getting jobs is lack of persistence. 
Most English majors are top idealistic; 
jobs don't come to people, people come ■ 
to jobs. If /you want something, youVe 
got to go (^ut and get.it - and not give up 
till you get it. English majors art by far 
the, most interesting peoplp; they've just 
. — got to present themselves. 



2. English Teacher, Secondary, North Grosvcn- 
ordale, CT.C.E.D. (F 6«). , - C 

Society may nped its s{xecialis(s,* but I 
don't think we need to* n^akc them be* • 
tween the^ages af 18-22, in fact I think 
that is cijrfiinal. Ft'is between these ages 
that adolescent trau mas are beginning to- 
fade and peoplfijre ju?t beginning to get 
thbir Reads on straight. Why do we insist 
orrchanneling their;-talents jthen? 

3. Teacher, Remedial Reading 7th Grade,, Gal- ^ . 
' lup,NM. M.K.G. (Pltj. • . , ^ * 

^ • - . f « 



If anychie ever asks" where ^h^re are 
teaching jobs, refer them to the South- 
^r^west, specifically Gallup-McKinley School 
)f System^ Boardman Avenue. Gallup/ New 
Mexico/87301. 

EnglisI^ Teacher, g.O. Smith Higfl School, 
Storr*^. B;W.R. (F 76). 

I cannot oyerejnphasize the wisdom of an 
* undergraduate^ taking'as-many literature 
courses as possible. Regardless of genre or 
tffrtc perioi lit^iuic courst^s" develop no^ 
• only skills but alscr one's humanity. ^ 
__ • \ if, I 

•Head feacher, Stamford Head Start Program, 
Rice School. L.M.C. (F 76). \ 
J ruii a center with dNe teacher assistant 
and two aides. Most helpful i& the ability 
to read and /write in several styles. We 
must be able to dc^l with parents who die 
-not finish high school and with profei 
sionals. « 



^. English Teacher, Chel Sea Hieh School C S Ti 

• . (F 69). , , ■ . : - • • 

In, 1969, executive trainee programs Inl 
EnglisR-relate^.fidds ^publishing, -Editing,! 
etc.) were scarce for women; teaching was 1 
ea5i<?st. J thijik afi EnglisH* major woi/ld \ 
^ have a "etter change of finding* employ- \ 
^ ment'if encouraged to minor jn a business 

« area or second^ language. I would encou- 
rage future Ehglish teachers to concen- 
^ trate on^Engjish in undergraduate school, 
taking minimum credit^ in Educati^J^i. 

7. High Scfiool English Teacher, East. Hartford. 
L.M.L.O. (F 70). ^ ' ^ ' 

^ My ability to analyze literature, interpret 
^gnificant influencesf, themes anci struc- 
; tures, and finally synthesize these into a 
, coherent whole ^enabled me to teach 
students various methods of unders|and-- 
ingawork. **« 



8. Assistant Professor of English, Baylor Univer- 
sity,. Waco, Texas.' R.E.T. (M 71). 

I resent the idea ofreducing English to a 
trade. Teaching composition is one thing, 
but selling English for its potential job""- 
skills ^trikes^ me as bastardizing, indeed 
denying, one's Ipve of literature itself. 

9. English Teach^_^ „J^obert Louis Stevenson 
School, Pebbfci? Beach ^ California, (private 

. high scKool). F.K.T^{M ^0). ^ • V 

The teach-in^ df^^yriting- is the most 
iipportant thing I SfL Writing is where it is 

^ at* right na,w. I wish I had^ paid more/. 
^ attention,^ sludied more, and attended 
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more classes while at UConn. A more 
comprehensive effo|;t an my part then| 

: would have helped me. immensely in my 

" job now. 



WRI'QNG AND PUBLISHING 



1. Prcsidet«gublisher, Artisan Books, Pound- 
' ridge, NYliWVl.R (M -). - ' 

2. , ManagingjEditor,*rhe "Art Gallery Magazine, 
. Ivoryton /R.FJ. (M 76). : • 

I Every student who goes into English with 
* vague ideas of "going into pi5&lishing" 
should be required to take the publishing 
icoui;se usually offered by the department. 
Career routes should be spelled outspeci-. 
fically and they should be spelled out 
^ . early. A student' need not make Uf/ hil 
mjnd irrevocably before -^he age oT 
twenty-one, but* 4ie 'should be, well^ 
agquayited with <his optiews. "^^i?<^^ t^^JJJ^ 

3., Managing Editor of 3 ]periodicals which origin-, 
^ate from the Departifient of Psychiatry, Yale 
. University, New Haven. J.M'S. (F 68). • 



Managing Editor, Moves hA^gazinel New York, 
NY.RJ.4l.(M ). . , 

But the fact is - and I'v^ been'j^king at 
this fact for a few years noii?^^^ere is 
precious little opportunity, in f^eWYork 
at least, for the tvpical English Majors I 
know th^t few piiblishers are hot for 
pnglish^ads because I have been [in] a 
. position to hire p^ple myself (promotion 
dept.)- and /^won't hire art English-gjad 
without e.xperience in something 



'6.. Publicity Assistant, William Morrow Co*, New 
York, NY. h.W.E- (M ): Prepare and dfstri. 
bute press releases; coordinate. distribution of 
review copies of bqoks and much more. 

[Of the knowledge or skills related to my 
training in English mostNhelpfuF are) the 
^ ability to read for conten'L to skin/, to i 
organize and prepare writteJV work while 
under stress, general knowledge of the 
English language, and a^ritical outlook of 
literaturb. ^' 

Unless the graduating ^tudent has a. 'skill 
^ to match his schi)olWork, then the chan- 
j ces of employment are reduced. Office 
procedure 'and typing are very important 
and are a prerequisite to enter into pub- 
lishing. With the competitive^natCire ot the 
market. today, good grades are a must. In 
other words, the student must polish skills 
not associated with school, bCit» with 
business. T^is i^ not to degrade the liberal 
arts education. But after all, publishing is 
a business and they do not wish to hire 
people who lack the necessary skills 

In total, publishers are looking for people 
who love literature, who fight^he' bastard^* 
ization^of the English language, who have 
immediate business skills that ^an be used, 
and who, in general, know how to woijc 
and love working (which shows up in the 
grades). . ^ 

7. Copywriter, Warren, • Gorhftn and Lamont 
Inc., Boston, MA., (Book Publishing Compa-* 
ny) R.L.Y. (M 75]: Promotional copy for • 
professional trade books andj^eriod^cals. » 

8. Editor-writer for v^fious Corporate magazines. 



B.dhK^(F72)\ 



As ap English major I developed the 
useful ability to fill a page quickly with 
words that, while tH^y do not bear direct- 
ly on thfc situation at hand, at least so^nd 
nice and arc spelled nearly right and dx) 
-not contradict too blatantly their ijiicial 
thesis. ' ^ * 



5. Editor in charge of Supervisor's Buketin alid 
Pwfessional Selling, 2 publications of Bureau 
of Business Practice (a division of Prentice- 
Hall), W^Kerford. M.A.S. 76). 
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9. Editor, Center for Rfcal Estate and Urban 
Studies/ The University of Connecticut,** 
Storrs. *A.F.F. (F ). * - • , 

^ « (Most helpful of knowledge and \sklHs 
related to English training are) ability to 
organize matf;rial *for clarity; mechanical 
skills,, including familiarity with footnote 
and biographical styles; ability to: read 
- critically/ " * '•^ 

All of them (English 'cotlrsesj enhanced 
my communication skills , (both written 
' . and verbaj).' > ' 1 

10. Editor/Writer, Bureau of Business Practice, 
Prentice-Hall, Waterford.- P.K.^ (M 72)r~Work 
on general business publications and business.- 
legal ipublications plus film scripts, radio 
scripts, handbooks, etc. ^ * ' 

Why, you may ask, did 1 not apply at BBP 
earlier? Simply because BBP is no^, to 
knowledge,' listed -anywhere in the world 
in anyreferencework.lt is certainly not in 
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LMP {Literary Marketplace) and I doubt 
it is (in) any other works of this nature. 

H(5w thetr, you must ask, if the point of 
thisi letter is to be made, did I find dear 
sv,^ • old BBP> (My barber.) 

*ll.£dUor, Entertainer Magazine, Hartford. 
S.R.H. (F 76): Edit copy, design magazine, 

.12. Editorial Assistant, GoifEHgest Magazine, 
Norwalk.' S.E.I. (F 74): "Actually Research 
and Photo Librarian. Research proofs for 
facts." * 



' 13. Editorial Assistant, Acquisitions Editor, But- 
terworth Publishers, Inc., Woburn, MA; P.J .A. 
(F 76): 'Market research* on the viability and 
"appropriateness of proposals. Handle reviews 
of manuscripts. Monitor productioli of the 
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Book Editor, Little Brown ^ Co., Boston, 
MA. J.M.B. (F 75): SupervisQ all aspects of 
production for about ^five texts per year. 
Liaison between company -and authors of 
thdse texts. 

At least 90% of this publishing company's 
. employees are English majors. 

Editorial -Assistant, Company newspaper,* 
Royal-Globe Ins. Cos.," New York, NY. J.C.D. 
(M 74): "I write articles of interest to 
company personnel, editf proof, Layqut and 
coordinate production^." 

I wQuld say to English students^and their 
leachers- to: 1) cultivate clear writing 
2) thoroughly familiarize yourself ^with 
Henry Fowler's Modem English Usage 
3^) don't loojc down on the business world.*-* 
You canT have it completely your way, 
bur some creative personal writing is 
acceptable to company publications as 
.features. 4) Using your editorial skills, 
writing; skil^ are always more fun in 
• whatever capacity than driving a cab <5r 
bartending. 5) The jobs are there, every — 
busmess enterprise has a need for writers' 
and editors; same with publishers, famil; 
diarize yourself with LITERARY- MAR- ' 
KETPLACE and EDITOR AND PUB- 
LISHER'S YEARBOOK, for those who 
prefer journalism. 6) You can write the 
great American novel while working a ^ 
. 40-hour-week (though I haven't yet). You 
also can freelanc^, in spite of what others 
^ y say. T.S. Eliot worked* for a bank, Kurt 
. Vonnegut wrote public relations copy, 
, FranX Kafka^nd.Tfiomas Mann workred 
for insurance companies r all while they, 
were.cioing some of their finest writing. 



16. E-ditoriaL Assistant, Electronit Business Maga- 
zine, Boston, MA., C.R.D. (F 75): Copy 
editing, writing correspondence, liandling of 
geheral business affairs. \ * 

\\ too, was very skeptical upon gradu^^tion 
and had some difficulty in finding a job 
right away. I began as a typist*(bottom of 
the barrel) for the same; companjj, but^was 
convinced it would «>never lead to more, 
due to the intense competition of the 
publishing field. But, after much frustra- 
tion, I did get promoted, and owe it 
almost entirely to my own ambition (with 
a little bit of luck thrown in). I firmly 
believe that despite the limits a major in 
English will place on one's career possibili. 
* ties, if desire an^ atpSition are strong 
enough, these goals are obtainable I feel 
now that my c^eer is just beginning — 
I've crossed a/very large bridge and hope 
to move on lb Associate Editor from here. 
I feel m)&**£nglish degree is invaluable — 1 
0 couldn't Have gotten anywhere without it. 

17. Edito/ of company newspaper, Sikorsky Air- 
^c^K/Unitcd Technologiesr Stratford, E.A.M. 

(F ): "Aircraft, corporate* and personnel 
news reporting; writing and editing copy for 
publicationf selecting photos, and overseeing 
hyout design." 

18. Commurtications AnilystrThe Hartford Insur- 
ance Group,- Hartford. J,L.L, (F.75): "Edit- 
ing, reproduction and distribution of *in- 
house' publications for specific departments, 
within the company." 

I keen stressing people in their en'viron- 
y ment because a great many of the careers 

into which English majors can go require a 
knowledge of this. Public Relations, Per- 
sonnel, Journalism, Urfderwriting — all of 
these require constant contact with peo- 
ple*. In the job I had at the Hartfoxd, I waS 
the liaison between my "clients" (many 
of whom were in the higher strata of the 
' company) and the print shop ^rkers, I ' 
had to work daily with people whose 
ideas, ways of life, and values were very 
' dif^Xfint from mine. ' 

' think there has to be more emphasis put 
on tliis type of potential learning for 
English majors! When I started school 1 
didn't know what I panted or where I was 

\ gpin^' 1 thought of English ^najors as 
dusty an4^balding with their noses in 
* books. It wasn't really until my sjgnior 
V year that I really began to see that 
"English" didn't mean just teaching ^nd/ 
or writing. I'm stating all this in exagger- 
ated terms, I know. The point is, in a time 

, wlien kids are thinking education should 
be ^'practical" we have to ihow them that 
English is; and I know that many picture 
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English sViidents and professors as I did*- 
removed from the living, practrcally. 

19. Edi(?orial Assistant for C.R. Gibson Publishing 
Company, Norwalk.* P.A.D. (F 76): Proof- 
reader,^ research) some editing. 

I can understand the feeling that "English 
• majors don't get jobs*** I think it is 
difficult to* get jobs In certain fields such 
as publishing. ^ « « 

However, I don't think peopje realize the 
impact that an English degree can have on 
your life. An English degree is helpful in , 
any field. An English degree helps your 
relationships* with people; ^ou become a 
more poised and interesting person. It*s a* 
shame that more people don't believe this. 
Perhaps ^ou could mention -t^is iij your 
* pamphlet. I know I will never regret my 
choice. ^ 

20. Sales and Acquisitions of College Textbooks 
for Wadsworth Publishing Co., Representative 
for New York City Area.lR.R.K. (M ). 

I expect that the job market will be 
fortver skeptical of the English aii^ liberal 
arts types. It is a fact, however, that those 
" in business are finding the few who . 

graduate from college- with a real com- 
mand^ of language can be extremely valu- 
able, * \ ^* 



21. Proofreader . (part-time), Finlay 
Hartford. P.J.L. (M 74)^ 



Brothers, 



f 
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Proofreader; (part-tjme). National Imprint, E. 

Longmeadow, MA. E.T.T. (F 75), ^ 

The job required experience — ^ut my 

^ degree in English Secondary Education 
replaced my lack of proofreading expdVi* 
ence.They were* willing to train pie on the 
job. ^ ^ ' . 



23. Free-lance Writer, B.H, (F 70). . 

Finally I withdrew from the marketplace 
altogether, and have been applying myself 
toward trying to become a successful 
. ^ fiction writer - specializing, jit present, in 
American history. Now in this endeavor, I 
^ ■ \ assure you, I have found everything I 
learned *in college to be of inestimable 
value — even th»*things that weren*t 
formally taught!' Things like the patience 
and persistence needed to. do a proper job 
of research (Uarned from writing all those 
term papers); thorough use of the library, 
the" importance of getting something 
fightt and, oddly enough, sometimes a 
bit of apparentlymnrelated knowledge 
would become absolutely vital, such as 
the period of Halley*s Comet |Jr exactly 
when carriage-springs were invented. ^ 

cfortne morfey. 



1 sometimes think that,-brut f 



1 would not return to l^he Business world 
if I could, for there is «o job I- have held 
qr heard of that is as challenging, difficult,, 
exciting and satisfying as being a \vriter! 
(Now if I could ^ only get something 
puhtished!) 

If I have any advice for current undergrad- 
* ^'^^sctes, it woul4 be to remember that 
♦lot/jm^; is* necessarily wast^, not even 
time writing term papers (joke!)* - and 
that if they can't find a suitable niche in 
• the business world, to make their own, as 

I am trying to. (Of course, my advice will 
carry much more weight wherf I become 
« successful, which I expect to some day.) 

. 24. Free Lance Writer, Uniroyal Corporation, 
' Middlebury..C.A.B. (F 75): *iFreelance arti- 
cles for Uniroyj4*s publications.** 

. 25. Author, K.S.C. (M 69): Writing a book on the 
histc^ of slavery from the Revolutiort to the 
Givi^ar.*' 

PUBLISHING: RECOMMENDED ELECTIVES 

J " / 
♦Typing - o 

Art ' ^ 

Graphic design 
♦journalism 
Basic Sciences 

Library*Scienjce ' ' . » 

Psychology* 

Econoitiics 
^ History 
^ Political Science 

Biology ' * . ^ 

U. TECHNIGAt WRITING (11) 

1. Field Engineering Writer (Trainee), Combus- 
tion Engirieei^ng Inc., Windsor. D!L.P. (M 75). 

•' 2. Writer-Photographer, ' PolaroiiiJCbyporati on,. 
Cam1)ridge, MA. C.K.A. (F 7^ Virites both 
technical and feature stones For corporation 
newsletter. 

In my experience, most employers don*t 
consider what you know in hiring you 
(which can be determined through *test- 
« ing). They simply glance at your resume 

^ and base their decision on your experi- 

ence. 

Therefore, it is conceivable that you could 
h^ve Written one unacceptable story -for 
every publication in Boston and New 
York; you may be such^a poor writer that 
none of^these editors would ever again 
hire you for an assignment. Yet all tnose 
^ ^ publication names appear on your resume, 
so the next unsuspecting e'ditor in Denver 
* will also give you an a.ssignment, a^dii^g^ 
hts publication to your impressive list* 
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And yet a truly good writer could be kept 
so busy by one publication which is . 
ecstatic over his or her ability, that she/he 
gets little chance to write for anyone else. 
So this 'writer's resume reflects a liirfited 
experience, leading edftors to believ^'^^ 
he is not aF' :apable as. the writer inWie 
ficst instance. (Which brings into play the 
value of knowing how to wnte a resume, 
someAing I nevier learned in school.) 

In spite ofiythe fact that Tbelieve editors ^ 
•consider onfy a writer's experience in ^ 
hiring, and that I landed my job at 
Polaroid on that basis almost solely (a 
friend ^of mine did recommend||pe for the 
job, but at Polaroid that's a way of life - 
everyone nominates their friends - this, 
doesn't guarantee the friend can do the 
job), I do feel my English skills were 

• responsible for my being retained beyond 
the two-and-a-half months' I was hired for 
originally-. 

It was also my English skills (combined 
with journalistic skills) that got me a 50 
percent raise after four weeks of vyork. 

However, it is also my English skills that 
cause my .bess to resent me because , she 
fears I am going 1*o ^et her jo^^ She lacks 
the basic English skills d^a frog and st4j[i 
ended up editor ef this publication (she 
spells receive with an "ie^*' and insists the 
" quotation mark goes inside a period or 
comma, n^ nwtter how many other publi- 
cations and grammar books I show her. So 
jthat's onejpoint for the bther siden "Who 
-needs English?'*) 

Being an English major J^d assist me in 
one instance where I wasSested on my 
skills (with the Willimant'ic Chronicle). At 
the time, I had no experience so I'm not 
sure if that \s why they tested me or if 
they test' everyone who applies. Hdid 
notice others taking the test after I was 
hired so I know it was at least a fairly 
common practice.' 

I'm sure it was on the basis of my English 
knowledge that they hired me because a't< * 
the tjme, I wasn't aware of the differences 
between journalistic and creative writing 
(pyramid 'v^. prose styles). Therefore, it 
wasn't my journalistic strengths which 
**spoke" for me, (Also, not my typing!) ^ * 

• English proTessors expect you to do a 
thorough job in researching and develop- 
ing a paper. Profe^ssors in other schooh 
(again in my experience an<{ as I observe- 

s friends then ahd now) are not as demand- 
ing. A Psychology ot. Sociology professor 
appreciated a good pi^r, but didn't insist 
on quality. 

Skills which are valuable in my job and 



whiclu if not taught in English xlasses, 
were at least developed are: f 

" the ability to work independently 
without checking every point/step 
^ with the editor/prqfessor. 

- takings the time to be creative, 
even in a hard news story (either 
by taking a different tack in pre- 
senting the story, or by using an 
unusual or at least interesting*^ 
lead). ,i 
^ - using knowledge from .my college * 

years to write an imaginative* or 
J catchy head (title), for an articfe. 

Let me say I am very glad I majored in 
English. I have never had a moment where 
^ I regretted^ it. In my field as a writer it'' 

seems tv> be a desirable subject to have 
studied in schgol. The fact that you can 
gain knowledge from books but .also, 
"know how"' as to ways to present things 
to make them interesting -and to interact 
with people make English a particularly 
valuable major. In any subject you get 
book knowledge, but except for (possi-^ 
bly) Sociology and Psychology", ' in no 
subject do you get as much knowledge 
about communicating with people, and in 
^ my^ mind, that's half the -mystery of 
. \ sjiccess. 



3. Systems Assistant, The travelers Insurance 
Co., .Hartford. V.A'.S. (Ft76).: Technical 
writing, documentation for computer sys- 
tems. . • ; ' ' • . 
** The majority -of the technical writers in 

my dc?partment were English majors in 
college, i was told by my supervisor that 
the company met with more success 
training" English majors in computer/pro- 
gramming. operations than trying to teach 
programmers to write system Specifica- 
tions manuals. *"* 

4. Adhiinistrative As^istanty^ Meidinger and As- 
sociates, Richmond, VA. C.L.M-. (F.74):' 
Writes employee^booklets and administration 
manuals top Pension and Group ^benefits 

' consulting firm. 

^he company has found English majprs^to 
. be well suited for this particular job so it 
actively seeks to hire them. My experienc\^ 
iri' researching and Writing papers *lias 
probably been most useful. It takes* ap- 
proximately 15 hours of conce'htration to 
» read & research a pensiofjtorr profit sharing 
plan document, and writfe (and rewrite!) a . 
summary in simplified language. One must 
be able to organize idesis, determine what 
must be included, and give Examples. The 
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government^ forms which we complete 
consist of qutfstions regarding the docu-' 



menr. Besides answering the questions, a 
rotation must be made as to where the 
answer can be found. It's rather like 
foQt-noting a term paper! It is also impor- 
tant to like to reaa, as new government 
regulations are constantly being issued 
tllat affect«our work. ^ 



ThcTield of pensions and group benefits 
consulting is a r^lativeiy new field, but is 
growing rapidly since the' Employee Re- 
tirement Income Security Act of 1974, 
,when the government became involved 
with protecting the employees' rights to 
benefits. New governmental jules and 
regulations are 'constantly being issued. 
This is <a challengTng field, with lots to 
learn. Although we (the Administrative 
Assistants) spend most of oUr time writ- . 
mg, .we niaintain close clieat contact 
which adds variety to the job. It's pretty 
exciting to'think that a booklet I write . 
will be printed and distributed to perhaps 
several hundred employees! Our company' 
is alsa .becoming more involved in total 
benefit commimications througji audio- 
visual means — this is something I hope to 
ecome more involved in. 1 think there is 
efinitely a future here for an English 
^ajor who wants 60 make use of her 
Skills. 

Instructional Analyst for Insurance Company^, 
Tlie Travelers Insurance Co., Hartford. K.M,F. ^ 
(K72): Analyzing, devising. Writing, testing & 
revving training material for various clerical 
and Hm^TWwriting positions, including pro- 
grammed; instruction video tapes and^ class- 
room tra|diin£using"multimedia" approaches 
as well as lech^re,. guided discussion Jlnd 
role-play. 

Educational v^ssistant. The University of 
Connectiori; Storrs.. L.T.G, ' (F 74): Write 
news a^^ncles, work on educational materials, 
edit, ivork with students and staff in develop- 
ing educational material, reports, etci 

7. Claims Reporter, The Travelers Insurarnce Co., 
^Har/fprd.J.G.A. (F72), 

8. Aisistattt Operations Analyst, The Travelers 
durance Co., Hartford. J.E.W. (F 76): Writ- ' 
; procedures for field office. > 

9. /Copy Editor, ^Raytheon Service Co., Cam- 
^ bridge, MA. F.J.D. (M 74): Organizes and 
^edits government repcftts. ^ ^ 

10. Researcher and Writer, Webster Consultants, 
Inc., New York* NY. M.M.K. (F 76). 

I married the o^ner, I believe your 
questionnaire is more slanted for the 
person recently out of. college. Though 
my degree. wa$ belated, I entered the job 
market over *20 years ago..* 
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During this time, I've worked, in many 
fields - advertising and public relations 
writing for RCA' Victor records, Publicity 
Director for the American Research Bu- 
reau (a TV Rating Service), copywriter for 
tlie American Broadcasting Company, etc. 

After that: there Was teaching in the New 
York, City Public School system and 
freelance writing in many different areas. 

Presently, -I'm into researcnNxn financial 
institution^ and freelance writing. 

Ijb^eve that being an English major gave 
the background in humanities I^needed to 
make a living and to enjoy making it. It 
also ^helped prepare me, for the economic 

.changes and openings (and closing) that 
have happened during my life. It intrc^- 
duced me to psychology, history, philoso- 

^phy, science — all without pain and giving 
muq}i — so^muchr — pleasure. 



11. Technical Editor for Marine Analyses of 
Computer Software, Computer Science, San 
Diego,CA.^.LJ.lF75). 

The fact that I had so many tiology ana^ 
chemistry courses was the key to m^^Job 
finding ability. 



TECHNICAL WRITING: RECOMMENDED ELEC- 
TIVES 

♦Math ' 

Philosphy , ' ' ' 

Engineering r ^ , 

JPsychol9gy ' ' 

Sociology 

Finance ^ ^ " 

Journalism^ l » 

Semantics ^ 

Computer Science 

♦Science 

Chemistry * 
. Biology ' ^ i * 

III. NEWS/TELEV|SION/RAt)ip 

1. Town Reporter, Hartford Courant E.J.L. (F . 
74): "Write' hard news, features, cover meet-* 

- ihgs, etc," \ 

2. Rep'orter.Hdrt/ordCoMrafit J.E.P. (M75^*** * 

English grammar and v^riting skills were, 
most help&il. I believe the more training 
in writing skills the better.... 

3. Sports Editor,* Hartford CoHratit S.J. A. (M* %• 
70). • ^ . * 

The relationship .between English ^nd 
^ journalism«.is close in that you arq dealing 
^with words, ideas, ^expre^io^i, style, etc* 



ERIC 



30 



Reporter, Bristol Pres? Publisliinc.Co. K.W^M. 
(M 74): *M cover the police and fire boards, 
.the zoning ^oard of appeals and am responsi- 
ble for.. .the local li^bor beat.'' 

Briefly, English; majors should, not count 
on teaming how to make a living from, 
their studies unless, of course, ihey teach. 

The intellectual background provided stu- 
dents of English, both in their major field 
and in related areas of study does, how- 
^ ev^r, provide^ a general background of 
- knowledge.^ plus the useful skills of 
scholarship on which study at a profes- 
sional school, or on the job training can 
build.' , ' • 

Because the concerns of English majors 
seem, •at least to me, to be wide ranging 
' and greatly varied between students, I' feel 
' that practical, "real world" activities are 
also an important part of an^education^ 

In my own case, I feel that the experience 
tygained by working in several political 
campaigns not only allowed me to "po- 
lish" my writing skills and put them to 
practical use, but it also broadened my 
experience and <directly acquired knowl- 
i edge — both of which have proven benefi- 
cial to me prcjfessionJklly. 

CopyeditOr, Louisville Times, Louisville, KY. 

C.A.B.^ (F 71): "Edit copy, write headlines, 

some layout of pages." 

Having a major in English didn't provide 
tne the' specific skills needed to get a job. 
But it did^ provide me with a pretty good 
education, which I define as a skeleton 
around which to shape experience. 

I learned how to think, was exposed to ^ 
new id^s and Squired sonne knowledge. 
My fnam interest was literature (I couldn't 
get a major in journalism and I didn't 
want one — the department feels -journi^ 
lism courses are a vase to be filled with 
ideas obtained from other .courses)^. I 
filled in my schedule with other courses 
that interested me. I was trying to explore 
areas ihat I hadn't had the chance to look 
into before — and might not have the. 
chance again. ^ 

Doors- were opened in my mind. Some of 
llhose doors are still open,* some wider, ' 
' some les§ so. Some have closeil. Had I 
chosen to acquire very specifier, ic>b-able 
skills, I would have had skillsToj^job - not 
an education. VAnseducatioa^n be ex- 
panded upon. Skills for a job can become 
obsolete and virtually useless if the job is 
modifiTed or eliminated. (For example, 
while I was a sophomore, anyone who was 
an English major a^sitmed to be a would* 
ybe teacher. By jhe time I was graduated, 
the market was glutted with teachers.) 
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6. General Assignment Reporter, Post Publishing 

, to. w.h.h: (M . . , 

.*/.*> 

7. Bureau Chief (in charge of twelve towns' 
coverage by seven reporters) and Reporter, 
Photographer,^ ^.Harf/brti CoMr<2M^, old Say- 
brook Bureau. p.M.B. (F72). 

8. Reporter, Stamford Advocate, C.M.D. (F 75): 
General News Reporter. 

9. Reporter, The Compass Comment, ^Mystic. 
B.Q.L. (F 75): '^Reporter feature Writer and 
photographer — also news planning." 

10. Reporter, New Britain Herald, New Britain. 
J.M.F. (F 74). 

» 11. Reporter, Hartford Courhnt. R.B.S. (M 69-): 
I've been part of the news bureau in 
Willimantic, riin the one in^Storrs and 
covered statewide higher education. I 
spent my first month as a copy editor. 

12. Copyeditor, State *Desk, Hartford Courant. 
E.M.S. (M' ): "Prepare copy for state bu- 
reaus for publication; occasionally rewrite; 
write special assignments."^ 

For wh^t seemed a long while, out ne?c in 
the cdld, no one told me how gooi or 
, how bad I was and I suffered quite a bit 
trying to recoup confidence that h^d been 
beaten up in dark alleys by rejection slips 
and simple failure of nerve. Things have 
gotUA better. I now have a job which has 
me working* daily with words. Granted, 
most of those words aren't my own. Hul, 
at least I am working; occasionally, I, have 
the chance to see my own name curling 
underneath a headline. It took two-and-a^ 
halt years of.character-building, but I am 
earning a good salary in what even the 
/Governor concedes is the fastest growing' 
new«paptfr in the state. If any of your 

* ambitious charges, asks you, "Yes, yes, 
' but what ^oo^ is an English degree?" tell 

them, if you can put enough stern force 
^ behind it, ^tnat It is as gQod as your 

• 'character can make it. I don'txenvy you.. 
You're going to have to justify something 
which a lot of kids can't even measure 
yet, probably because they don't have the' 
moral or intellectual equipment for it. 
(There is a lot I still don't know yet — as 
anyone. who saw my first work far the 
Courant will tell you.)' But such measure- 
mentj,.the ones that really matter — can't 
be found in Efconomics 202A. \ 

What I do believe, more than I have at any 
other time* in my lifd, is that where there, 
is diversity, there is humanity and while 
what is or is not profitable changes wi(h 
every issue of TV Guid&, you still have to 
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learn to be human and state your case 
with all the passion, style and gracfb you 
* can muster. Shakespeare can't tell you 

how, but he can start you off. 

13. Reporter, The Momini^ Record, Meriden. 
J.M.G. (M 76): "News reproter, freelance 
writer." * * 

Befoi^e I was hjred, I was asked to take a 
writing test. The skills learned as an 
English major were a valuable source of 
written exp'ression. 

14. Copy editor, State Desk, Hartford Courant. 
M.J.M:(F72). 

I think that my training as an .English 
major has help;^ me in my job in a very 
general sense. As a- newspaper editbr, I 
need« to use skills in grammar and good 
writing^construction - organizing facts 
and narrative in a clear and concise 
manner. However, I think these types of 
basic skills were already impressed upon 
me before reaching college. 



J^S, Assistant Life/Styl« Editor, The New London 
Day.^New London. P.A.M. (F 73): writing 
and edi^ng. 

J I tnay be in the minority of English^ 
graduat^s^ijuiasmych as, fairly obvibusly, 
almost e.v^B^thing Studied is useful in my 

job. ^ iL 

* Nonetheless, ^ \t\ rpy field of work are 
tplenty of people NwhQ would be more 
effective newspaper writers if they could 
express themselves better. Getting a story 
is one thingr getting it across is equally 
important, /Mo St people* who go to work 
at a newspaper did not major in English. 
The level, of literacy at a newspaper is low 
^ when It should be nigh. Simply to assimi- 
late the cubic feet of written information 
we 'deal with every day is difficult enough. 
Making choices about cbverage and storY 
content shoul(^ be based on a thorough 
understanding of all thh matejial: local 
stories^ wire stories, press releases, et^., 
j>ut Fquestion if,that is how it works. 

Whenever I see a basic spelling or gramma- 
tical error in our newspaper, I wince, 
because I know it throws our entire 
^ credibility into question (what do people 
• who caft't even spell know anyway?) 

I personally believe that wHat an English 
major learns would be valuable in any job, 
tut that most employers don't see the 
connectioit and have to have it firmly 
made .for them. I think that if an English 
major thinks of his education not only in 
terms of cultural senisibility, but in terms 
^ of language, he will be far more likely to 
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draw the almost universal connection be- 
t\yeen iiis skills and^ the work involved in 
o» almost any job. 

, 16. Assistant State Mews Editor, The Waterbury 
Republican and American, Waterbury. J.S.X. 
(M 71): "Supervise reporters, rewrite and 
originate news stories." 

I' didn't major in English with the inten- 
tion of getting a job in journalism. In my^ 
case, one had little to oo with the other. 

I majored in English because nothing the^ 
university offered seemed more important 
to me than the study of literature. I 
learned things of lasting value, and the 
fact that some of the skills I picked up 
have proven useful in my profession is just 
a bonus. 

I should point out thatf'my newspaper 
generally I hires people more on the basis 
of experience an^ writing ability than 
educational backgro.und. 

17. Report/Editor, WHNB/TV, West Hartford. 
^ "S.K.R. (F ^ ): **Gather and produce arid 

report daily news." 

In my belief, thej.only lasting knowledge 
one acquires ^ro^'a liberal ;^ts education 
is the ability to think well. TangentiaUy,^ 
' tjie student .also learns, if he/she is to 

^ succeed at all, to give individual professors 
what they want. What professors want 
covers a variety of subj^ts: I -will make a 
list:' . 

i 1. to ape styles of writing and thinking 

2. to disgorge all the notes one has taken 
in a -Roman orgy of a final exaittina* 
tion." 

3. to flatter by agreement 

4. to speak up in class 

s 5. to write very long papers 

6.^to write very short papers, etc.r 

The student can learn all of the arts, of 
Maehiavelli at college. It is this which has 
bejiefitted me thlTmost. I now have the 
ability to, chameleoii-like, absorb any 

1 person's way of thinkins and to discover 
clandestine messages hidden beneath tl\e 
^written or the spoken* word. * 

18. Traffic Manager, (I maintain the station's 
logs..) ^Radio Announcer, Copywriter, News 
Writer, Reporter, News Caster, Production 
(making commercials). Planner of FM^usic 
tor preprogrammed format. Community Ra- 
dio of Saratoga Springs, New York. B.S.E. (F 

Personally, I think it is almost tragic- that 
% people are going ttf college purely |o gef a 

job later. They are going to ^miss '^he 
whole essence of college...preparing one- 

2 2 ^^^f ^^^^ ^^timuladngiife after work. In * 



fact, it is nof the preparation it* is the 
experience itself of learning that every- 
thing is cosmically related and that those 
_ - that come before us have been through 
what we have. ^ 

I must stress that of all the libjjal arts, 
English makes the most job sense because 
an English major can do just about any- 
thing. A psychology major 'has a much 
worse time of it and all they've learned is 
how to train rats. No employer will turn 
someone down because they are an Eng- 
lish major; if anything, they like the fact 
that the person can write well. The fields 
t^at English is rather deadly in, I ^hink are 
' the ones that one would expect an ]^nglish 
major to try for, such as publishing, 
journalism, Ye^f^hing. 

Typing is totally necessary; any English 
major who doesn't know ,how to type 
deserves to be jobless. ♦ , 

19. Radio Announcer/Newsman, Nutmeg Broad- 
casting, Willimantic, CT. P.E.P. (M 76). 



Recommended Elec- 



JsiEWS/TELEVISION/RADIO; 
tivcs 

'yournalism 
*History 

*Political Science 
Art * 
. Sociology 
Psychology 
Theater 
Economics 
Biology 

Computer Science 
Marketing 



IV. PUBLIC RELATIONS AND ADVERTISINp (6) 

*■ 

1. Manager of Public Relations and Advertising 
Agency, T^ie Karl To., Newport Beach, CA. 
B.H.A. (M 69). C ^ 

2. Advertising Representative, Herald Publishing 
Company, New Britain. M.F.K. (M 74). 



3. "Assistant in the News Office" Connecticut 
College, New London. D.A.W. (F 76): Public 

' ' relations, writer, press releases, and in-house 
feature stories. 

Survey courses provide an invaluable 
_ background I find I don't pick uf\ in my 

own reading. Lwould never have attemp- 
ted Milton on my own. College was the 
time. 

4. Copy Chief, R'osston, Kremer &' Slawter, New 
. York, NYf A.A.C. (M 71): Writp»^nd print 

production for advertising age^!^. / 
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5. . Superintendent, Image Development Program, 
Aetna Life & CasuaTty,..Harttord. R.R.R. (M 
75). 

I am basically a one-man ad- ayncy, 
performing copy writing and all relaUd 
functions exclusive of - art work and 
photography. 

. • i * 

More important than a college major in 
getting a job tociay, I think, is individual 
talent. An English major usually won't do 
it by itself. 6ut by applying th^ skills and 
" doing a lot of writing - at least in. my case 
' - it can pay off without the need for a 

graduate degree. I was hired primarily for 
creative talent. But luckily for me, I haye 
^ the mechanical skills necessary to support 

creative thinking. That's why 1 chose 
. English as my second major. ..a very wise 
^ choice indeed. 

6. Advertising and Public Relations Manager, f ew- 
ett City Savings* Bank, Tewett City, CT. 
G.M.R.J. (F ). ' 

Prior to this job, I wjorked for ^ years as a " 
reporter for a newspaper. My English and 
writing background was instrumental in 
getting that job as well as my present job. 

I honestly feel ill students in ^college 
shofild be required to take basic English & 
Communications (ihaybe in the form of 
creative writinff)"courses. the training is 
invaluable. I have found this common 
ground gives more opportunity for dis- 
cussions, etc. I've been offered jobs a few 
times just after chit-chatting with advertis- 
ing executives about* British Literature- 
Dickensr, Shakespeare, 

PUBLIC RELATIONS & ADVtRTISING: RECOM- 
MENDED ELECTIVES: 

. . ' • ' 

*Marketing • 

Econpmics ; ^ 

*Journalism 
< Basic Sciences > 
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'UNEMPLOYED (9) 



OCCUPATION NOT GIVEN 



The comments of H.G.At (M 75) seem to represent 
the feelings and experience of this glf^oup: 

I firmly believe that some insights may be 
gained from^'my experiences over the last 
twenty months, and I would like to relate 
some of them, in the hope that they may 
be of some use t6 the department, and 
more importantly to the students. I was 
an English major throughout college, but 
for seven semesters it was coupled with a 
secondary education degree. One month" 
into my seventh seniester, I d&opjped out 
of student teaching and the iield^ of 
education altogether, because I realized 
that teaching English on the high school 
level was an impossible field to get into, 
because^ of the obvious abundan<^ of 
teachers. I quickly added five new, courses 
and finished my 'seventh and eighth semes- 
ters with a flat major in English. 

1 had now abandoned teaching and set my 
sights on either graduate work in English 
fix Law School. I chose Law School, but L 
. was unatle to raise the money to attend, 
due to the fact that I had used student 
loans to" get through -UConn, My English 
degree would ' have made me a great 
teacher or ^ great lawyer, but now it had 
to find nie a job in the business world. 



My first* inclination was to turn to the 
area of public relations, because of my 
ability to commurficate with people, and 
to any English major who thinks along 
this line, I say take as many \yriting and 
journalism courses as you can, because to 
crack this field, you need as much writing 
and editorial experiengs as you can get. I 
had no journalistic or editorial experience 
and I was stopped cold. 



I broadened my^scope and started looking 
for "work in the area of customer service, 
as I felt my increased capacities of com- 
munication would mak^ me an ideal 
problem-solver/ and outjet for customer 
communications, but in each 'instance I 
lost out to a business major. I would 
strongly recommend a basics business 
background (i.e. accouating, Marketing) 
to any English major who is even the 
slightest bit unsure of his career aspira> 
tions, because the lack of these courses 
has obviously hurt me in my endeavors to 
secure employment. 



1. J.R.(M6^) Oxford, Miss. 

I think'you are about ten years too late to 
write a pap»phlet stressing the economic 
'advantages of an English major.' If I were 
to attempt to recruit explicators of poet- 
ry, I should claim that beauty is its own 
excuse for t^ing. Though things be in the^ 
saddle and ride mankind, one needs to 
unhorse them, at least from time to, time. 
Dr. Johnson observed that* the happiest 
man was he who had a business but could 
, retire from it occasionally to enjoy litera- 

ture. I , ^ 

Culture is^^worthless. It/is also„ priceless. 
Sparta defeated Athens/but millenia after_ 
Sparta and Athens have passe^^ away, 
Arttigbne will endure. 



APPENDI^A 

GRADUATE PROGR>?lWS OPEN TO ENGLISH MAr 
JORS 

Law School * ' 

Admissi6n Requirements (The University of 
Connecticut) 

* 1. Bachelor*s degree from accredited institution 

2. Minimum graa[e point average * ^ 

3. Law School Admission Test . , 

Statement fronyPhillip BlumbergJ^ Dean of The 
» University of Connedpcut, School of Law: 

The few is a learned profession. For 
' * success at the bar and for personal fulfill- 
ment, lawyers ifiust develop a high degree 
of proficiency in communication skills. 
They must be able to read well, to write 
welU to speak welt, and to listen well. 
Without the ability to express himself or 
herself effectively or to read or listen 
attentively, no lawyer can Jiop^to achieve 
his or ,her full* potential. This go^s far 
beyond the fundamentals of grammar, 
spelling, punctuation, anA|^ style. It in- 
volves the»development of the well educa- 
ted individual able to hold his or her own 
with the most al)le persons in our society. 

Medical School 

Admission Requirements {The , University of 
Connecticut) 

1. 4 yearsof co1feg^ei:omrnended 

2, Faculty recommends introductory courses re- 
quired of majors in the foflowing subjects; 
Inorganic Chemistr^j^- (cfpe*- yean). Organic, 
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chemistry (one year), Physics (one year), 

Biology or Zoology (one year), English, Math- 
^ ematips. 

3. Medical Colleges Admission Test < 

Statement from Robert U. Massey, Dean of The 
•Ofiiversity of Connecticut School of Medicine: 

Medical -school faculties everywhere are 
concerned with the relative lack of educa.- 

tion of the very bright students applying 

for admission to our professional schools.— 
We have tried to make up for that by 
introducing work in philosophy, ethics, 
and medical Mstory. Some schools have' 
had to offer special tutorial sessions in 
English. 

At a recent, meeting of medical school 
deans there was discussion of the experi- 
ence of some schools with a three-.year 
^ , ' liberal arts preparation for.medical school. 
In general, it was agreed that, if -the 12 or' 
13 years of premedical and medical educa- " 
tion were to be shortened, it should not 
be at the expense, of the four years of 
liberal education. Rather, we should be 
encouraging students to emphasize the 
humanities during that' period, knowing 
thaC there will be adequate time for 
adva^nced work in the biological sciences 
in medical school. ' 

Some medical schools, including the most 
prestigious ones, are laying greater stress 
upon language skills^ and general informa- 
tion in selecting applicants for admission 
than upon the sciences. ^ _ 



School of Dental Medicine 

Requirements for Admission (The University of 
Connecticut) 

1. ^Baccalatlreate degree 

2. Knowledge and understanding of basic biolo- 
gical and physical sciences^anaa facility in the 

^ art of commiinication. 

3. Dental Admission Test * , \ 

4. ' It is recommended' that students tdce the 

introductory courses required of tho*se major- 
ing in the subjects listed below rather than 
survey courses for non-majors: Physics, Or- 
ganic and* Inorganic Chemistry (^ year each of 
college credit). Biology (to iifclude 1 semester 
of Zoology), English, Mathematics. 

Statement from Klaus Nuki, Associate Dean for 
Graduate Dental Education: 

1 believe.it is the general opinion of the 
, " '^dental faculty, at this ana most other 

institutions, that reading and writing skills 
of a very high order are an absolutely 
* essentia) part of modern dentistry. 



depend fundamentally on commqnication 
between patient' and health care provider. 
Poor language skills can and frequently 
do lead to serious errors in treatment. 
Precision in the .use of the language, is o£ 
^ ^ . great importance. Ambiguity in the writ- 
ten word is to be avoided, at all (^sts. 
Unambiguous writing ha? to. be simple, 
nontechnical and crisp. To achieve^ an 
» adequate sUndard of skill requires careful 

didactic preparation and much practice. 

The graduate of our School of Dental 
Medicine has been schooled and re^ 
' schoolecl irThrs profe^ion. Nothing has 
• been omitted that could add^ the highr 
standard of his technicSt and theoretical 
ability. When he receives his degree^ and 
license* to* practice, he^n^ers the world 
trained in the science\>( Dentistry. At 
that point~he finds tfhe art of dentistry is a 
more personal matter. It concerns thipgs 
that cannot be taught in ^textbooks or 
tested for' in mulriple choice examina- 
tipns. It concerns his conduct as a mem- 
ber of an honored and honorable proFes- 
^ * «ion, whose standard is noW in his keep- 

ing. If he cannot intpart liis wisdom and 
science to his patient, he is deficient in 
the execution of his professional responsi- 
bility and the standard with' which he hts 
been entrusted is betrayed. <. 

- . Dentbtry of the future is largely a matter 
of prevention, not repair t)i damage al- 
ready done. Prevention depends largely on 
self-adminbtered actions. Inaccurate and 
sloppy communicariori can therefore lea4.* 
to poor prevention ahd^more repair. > 

Horace Walp61e said, "l^never. understand 
anytlyng until l^Ayt writtenj^out it!** 

Graduate Programs in Business 

. Requirements for Admission (School of Businesis 
Administration — The University of Connecticut) ^ 
«k. 1. Bachelor's degree from a college or univerSty ' 
of approved standing \ 

2. Adequate undergraduate^ performance (3.0* 
grade point average) % 

3. Score of the Graduate Management Admis- 
sions Test. ' ' * - 

4y/*R:rferences 

5^ Relevant work andieadcrship experience ' 
6. Evidence of writing ability. ' 



e health care professions a^l^ whole 
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School of Social Work - 

'Admission Requirements (The University . of . 
Connecticut) _ * » \ 

1. Bachelor's Degree 

2. Cumulative quality, point ratio , of 2^#t>r 
better 

3. No specific course of language requirements. 
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School of Library Science < 

^Admission Requirements (Shmiions School of 
Library Science) • ^ 

yl . Baccalaureate degre<^ 

2. B average in'flnal 2 ye^rs or in major field. 

3. Three full academic years (96 semester hours) 
in liberal arts and sciences, exclusive of 
professional courses. ^ 

4. Two semesters of modern foreign language at 
intermediate college leveU 

Department of Vligher, Technical 4(1 Adult Educa* 
tion 

Graduate Study in Higher £duoa(ion:-, * 
Student Affairs: 

Program to prepare Master's* level specialists for- 
areas sucR as housing, career planning and place- 
ment, financial aid, admissions, student activities, 
et al., to serve in universities and four and two 
« year colleges. 

Professional Higher Education Administratioi^: 
Requirements for Admission (The University of 
Connecticut) 

1. General Requirements of Graduate School ' 

2. 3.0 Average , ^ 

3. Graduate Record Exam 

4. Miller Analogies Test 

5. Twelve hours of credit in Professional Educa- 
tion (for advanced degree) 

Divinity School 

Admission Requirements (Yale University) 

1. Baccalaureate degree 

2. Higlf Academic Standing 

3- Graduate Record Examinatic^n (for advanced 
degrees) ^ 
* C 

School of Diplomacy • . 

Admission Requirements (Fletcher School of 
Diplomacy, Tufts University) * 
1. A.B. degree or equivalent 
i^2. Minimum G.P.A. 375 9 

3. G.R^E. (Minimum score 650) 

, 4. At least one modern foreign language 
5. Some backgrdund in political science, eco- 
nomics and/or history is recommended. • 
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Thirty business organizations of all kinds responded 
to our letters inquiring, "What positions in your 
organization could be. filled by a well educated 
English Major'" The following list indicates represen- 
tative positions although exadt job titles may vary 
from one^j^mpany to another. v 



Complete job descriptions and requirements can 
b^ found in Lin wood' Oi'ange's EngUs}i. The Pre- 
Profe$$ional Majo.r and recruiting brochures from 
individual companies. ♦ 

Most companies recruit only for "entry , level" 
positions afid look for executives within th^irty^ 
ranks, in other words, employees "work thpir^vay up 
in the organization." ' ^ o 

1. Most organizations listed sonie P^blic* Rela- 
tions and/or Advertising Posi^ons: 



J. 



.3. 



4. 



Advertising Assistant 
Public RelatijmiLAssistant 
Press Relations or , 
Communications Specialist 



Usually works in 
several aspects of. 
wrrting ac^vertls- 
ing and coirect- 
ing data: may 
a k e a r range- 
nNe^ts for visi- 
tors and news- 



Copywriter 
material. 



Prepares and writes advertising 
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Writing and Editing positions occur not only 
in recognized publishing houses but also In 
TxAny large corporations that publish their 
Own' company newspaper^ or journals {Gebbie 
Directory of House Magazines Wist s several of 
these publications), technical manuals^ and 
procedural handbook's. 

Edftor or Assistant Editor , 
Non-Technical ^)Vfiter ' * , , 
Technical Writer — May require basic founda- 
tion in sciences and/dr inechanical arts. 
Methods Analypf — Organizes and edits^anu*- . 

als on company policies and pi^ocedures^ 
Researcher 

ManageiTient, Sales and Marketing 
Management trainee ^ 
Production trainee ' ^ 
Buyer trainee * i 

Sales Trainee ^ * ^ , 

Marketing* Trainee ^ One Tnajor company 
charts the patterri of advancement in 
^ marketing: 

1. Marketing Assistant — tJnder super- 

vision works with ajl aspects of 
^ prctducing and sellingta single pro« 
, duct*^ , ^ ^ 

2. Assistant Product Managfer - Controls 

advertising and media an&lysi^ for 
. ' 'a group of products, handles bud* 
get, and directs market assistants. 

3. Product Manager — Conducts all oper- 

ations of a group of products. 

4. Marketing Director 

5. General Manager • 

Account Executive Broker who aids people 
with investments. ^ * ' , 

Personnel and Customer Relations 
Personnel Manager, Assistant or Representa- 
tive , ' ' , 
Industrial Relations Reprejsentative^ 
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Customer and/or Sales Jic^ice Representative 
- Liaison between produci^r and'purchaser. 
Training Specialist - Develops jnd conducts 
training programs. 

*Compute^Field_ 
^ ^sterns Analyst - Assists in writing, testing 
^ ^ and a^ialyzing computer programs. Math 
^ i> . P^^ V^^^ courses may be required. 
~6. Publishers Igp various fields for English ma- 
jors. 

College EditDriah 
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Educational Book Editorial 
^' Trade pook EditoSal 
^ Business and Professional'Book Editorial 
Business and Legal Editoral 
Book Editorial (Production) 
Textbook Advertising 
Business Publications Adverrising 
College Field Representative 
Textbook (Elementary-Secondary) Salps ^ 
General BookMarkering 

"7. Insurance Companies indicate the following 
positions appropriate for English Majors: 
Claim Representative ^ '*t^presents company 

to settle claims.*' ' 
Field Controller - ''Responsible for supervis- 
.4. accounting, office service and person- 

nel within a field office. Requires some 
business management background.*' 
Underwriter - '^Reviews insurance applica- 
tions to determine inlurability. Analyzes 
pertinent information gathered through 
research of other personnel.** 
Pension Consultant - "Working with' field 
^ personnel, analyzes and maps out plans 
for business; assists or handles administra- 
tive duties for account.*' 
^ Contract Specialist - "Consults with actua- 
rial, underwriting and legal department to 
draft contracts.** 
Bond Reprjesentative - "Advises andcounsels 
agents, their clients and prospects on 
financial and technical matters relating to 
• their qualifications' for procuring bonds.** 
Marketing Trainee 
Management Trainee . 
Advertising Trainee- 
Personnel Director or Assistant 
Cbmpensation Analyst - "Analyzes and eval- 
uates job responsibilities. Also advises on 
salary administration and job or]ganization 
'and structuring.** 
Systems Analyst 7 
Communications Analyst — "Writing &: editor-' 
ial work** * ♦ . 



The following books provide a convenient starting 
pl^e for career planning. They may be consulted in 
the English Department Advisory , Center '(Ariotia 
345) or the Wilbur Cross Library. *• 

Bestor, Dorothy. Aside From Teaching English, What 
in the World Can You Do.? Seattle: University of 
^ Washington Press,^ 1976? Description of tradition-' 
: al j obs and new areas of employment for those 



J ***>0At\ \tiKJS^ 

trained in writing and literature, information is 
based upon printed.sources. informal interviews 
and surveys. ^ . 

/ 

Bolles, Richard Welson. What Color Is Your Para- 
chute? A practical manuaV for job-hunters and 
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